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a statutory matter entirely. The con-
ditions appear to be so outrageous that it
is hardly possible to go into defail. 1 am
sorry to say I shall be oblized to vote
azainst the second reading.

On motion by Hon. C. Sommers debate
adjouwrned.

House adjourned gt 6.18 p.m.

Aegislative Hasembly,
Tuesday, 17th Javuary, 1911
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m.. and read prayers.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the Premier: Repuwrt of the Chief
Protector of Aborigines 1o 30th June,
1910,

QUESTION—STATE BATITERY FOR
MT. EGERTON.

Mr. HOLMAN (withoul notice) asked
the Minister for Mines: Is il the Minis-
ter’s intention to eveet a hattery at Mt.
Fgertom at an early date; if so, will he
give =ome idea as to when it is likely to
be there?

The MINISTER FOR MINES re-
plied: 1 am making inquoirvies as to what
is known as the “Heolman” pnheumatic
niille: and if T am satisfied with them, I
will have no objection to putting one of
these =mall mills in that locality, It will
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not be long before T know the result of
my inquiries.

QUESTION—FPOLICE ATTENDANCE
AT PICTURE SHOW.

Mr. SWAN asked the Attorney Gen-
eral: 1, Is he aware that eight pelice con-
stables and an inspector were in attend-
ance at West’s pieture show at Quesn’s
Hall on Monday evening, 9th inst? 2,
What was the reason for such an extra-
ovdinary foree of police at a harmless pie-
ture show? 3, Did West’s company make
application for the attendance of the
police? 4, If so, did they pav for the
services of the constables, or were they
paid from the taxpavers’ money ? 5,
IHave the Attorney General and the police
magisteate of Perth heen presented with
a free pass each from West’s picture
company ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
1, There were only two constables in at-
tendance; no inspector. A sub-inspec-
tor visited bthe hall after 9 p.m. in the
course of his duty. He reports that he
saw bwo uniformed consiables only and
no plainclothes police at the hall. 2, Ne
large foree of police as stated were pres-
ent at the picture show. 3, West’s com-
pany applied for extra constables and
were granted the serviees of £wo men only,
One constable is usnally in attendance.
The non-commissioned officers in charge
of duties were instrueled to visit the hall
at iniervals during the evening in order
to make neecessary arrangements should
additional assistance be needed in con-
sequence of any trouble arising out of
the existing dispute between the manage-
ment and the members of the orchestra.
Not more (han three members of the force
were present at any one time, including
the visiting eorporal. who wonld remain
for a short interval only., 4. The ser-
vices of the two constables detailed for
duty at the hall were paid for at the usual
rates. 5. Na.

QUESTION—GOVERNMENT LOAN
TO FREMANTLE MUNICIPALITY.
Mr. SCADDAN asked the Premier :

1, Is it a faet that the Government have
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agreed to loan to the Fremantle Munici-
pal Couneil the sum of £3,000 withont in-
terest? 2, For wbat purpese has the
money been advanced, and what is the
curreney of the loan? 3, If the above is
a fact does the Premier not think that
such action will tend to cauwse municipali-
ties included within eleciorates repre-
sented by Geovernment supporters to be
reckless and extravagant in the manage-
ment of the ratepayers’ funds? 4, Are
the Government prepared to advance
loans on similar terms to any other local
authority requiring the same?

The PREMIER vreplied: 1, The Gov-
ernment have agreed to lend £3,000, with

interest at the rate of 5 per cent. per .

annum, on an agreement being entered
into for the payment to the Government
of moneys which will be paid by the Com-
monwealth  Government for munivipal
lands resumed. and on aceount of subsidy
amounniing te £1,200 per annum. 2, To
meet interest and other liabilities of the
municipality. 3, No, because similar ad-
vances have been made in the past, irces-
pective of whether the muricipalities are
sitiated in electorates vepresenfed by
Government supporters or otherwise. 4,
Advanees have been made from time to
time to the following loeal authorities:—
Sonthern Cross, £750; Wagin, £200; Col-
lie, £100; Queen’s Park, £400; Northam,
£400; Cottesloe, £300: .Boualder, £2.867;
Kalgoorlie voads board. £1.000; all of
which have been repaid. 3. The Gov-
ernment are prepared to  help loeal
anthorities when in finaneial difficulties
under similar eirenmstances.

Mr. ANGWIN: Wihat is the protee-
tion for the owners under the Municipal
Corporations Aet if the Government per-
sist in making loans to munieipal author-
ities without the owners being consulted as
required by the Municipal Corperations
Aet?

The PREMIER: These advances are
usually made wvnder security. either by
way of advance against subsidies or
against moneys to be received.

Mr. Angwin: This advanee has nothing
to do with the amalgamation of the East
and North Fremantle elactorates under
the Redistribniion of Seats Bill, has it?
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Mr. Muvphy: You would not say that
ouiside.

Mr. Angwin: Lt is a faect, anyhow.

Mr. Murphy: Come outside and say it.

My, Seaddan :>What, another challenge?

ASSENT TO BILLS,
Message trom the Governor received
and read nofifyving assent to the follow-
ing Rills:—
. Pharmaey aund Poisons Aet Com-
pilation.
2. Southern Cross-Bulliineh Railway.
3. Sonthern (voss-Bullfineh Railway
Appropriation.
4. Mt. Lawlev Reserves.
5. Land and Fucome Tax.
6. Supply, £274443.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSLION.
The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilsen}
moved—

That for the remainder of the session
the Standing (rders be suspeaded so
far ns to enable Bills lo be puassed
through oll their stages in ome day, and
Messages from the Legislative Council
to he laken into consideralion on the
day on whick they are received: also,
s0 far as to admit of the reporting and
adopiing of the Resolutions of the Com-
mittee of Supply and of Ways and
Means on the same day on which they
shall have passed those Commillees.

Me. SCUADDAN (Ivanboe): In moving
this motion the Premier might have taken
the House into his confidence in the diree-
tion of showing what mensures on the
Notice Paper the Assembly were to be
asked to pass. The XNotice Paper was
very extensive: it was doubtful whether
at any stare during the session in the last
six vears there was so formidahle a list
when na motion of this kind was 1abled.
This was another method of preventing
praper discussion by members. and a mo-
tion of this kind was of sueh importance
that it was due to members that the Gov-
ernment should intimate how far they pro-
posed to gn with the Orders already on
the Notiee Paper.



3028

The PREMIER: It would be found
that although there was a large number
of Bills on the Notice Paper most of
them would not require any very lengthy
diseussivn. We were all at one in our
desire to pass the railway Bills in order
that the works policy of the ecountry might
be proceeded with by the department as
fast as ever the labour market would per-
mit.  OFf the other Bills the Roads Bill
was certainly important, but. after the
consuliation which had already taken
plare between members on both sides of
the Chamber who were interested in the
subject of the Bill, surely the disenssion
on that measure could be so limited that
the Bdll could be adopted pro forma oo
the understanding that, next session, it
would, if necessary. be rvevised or
amended. Nearly all other Bills on the
Notice Paper could be put throngh within
the next three weeks. He hoped we would
be able to close the session within the
next three weeks. There were of course
to come down the loan Estimates,
the Loan Bill. and the Appropriation Aet,
but, apart from these measures, he knew
of nothing of any importance still re-
maining to he introduced.

Mr. Seaddan: There is the Licensing
Bill to be considered.

The PREMIER: Of course the C'oun-
eil’'s amendments to the Licensing Bill
would take some consuleration. He pro-
posed (o go on with those almost im-
mediately.

Mr. Seaddan: And there is the Health
Rill to eome hack,

The PREMIER: In any case he did
not think there were any amendments of
mueh imporiance in the Licensing Bill.
Now that the Couneil was sitting azain
he desived io be in a position to transaet
business promplly with that House. There
would be a laree number of messnges
passing backwards and forwards between
the two Chambers during the course of
the passage of these measures. and their
final adoption. Tt was not as though we
had not had tlese measures before vs for
a long time.

My, Seaddan: A number of them have
not been discussed.

The PREMIER: There would be
plenty of apportunity for disenssion. The
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suspending of the Standing Orders did
nat prevent discussion. He took it the
leader of the Opposition was, like him-
self, anxions to end this trving session as
early as possible. In mmoving this motion
he had not adopted anything eontrary to
practice. On one oecasion the Standing
Orders had been suspended hefore (‘hrist-
mas although Parliament did not ulti-
mately prorvogue untit February, On
many occasions the Standing Orders had
been suspended much earlier than this,
and it was in the interests of all concerned
that the motion should be adopted. As
the business went on le would be glad to
further eonsult with the leader of the
Opposition as te how best it could be
expedited.

Mr. SCADDAN: In the citenmstances
he would suggest that some of these
measures he dealt with aceording to
the ordinary prmocedure. The Standing
Orders might be allowed to apply until
the diffieulty suggested by the Premier
should arise, namely, that of keeping an-
other place supplied with work. To that
extent the Sianding Orders might be suns-
pended. while with regard to other Bills
for which-there was no such urgent neees-
sity, the Standing Ovders might still be
applied.

Mr. WALKER : The wiser course would
be to wei Lhrough only the absolntely ne-
cessary hbusiness. If he might, withont
being disrespeetful, say so, the House was
utterly unfit to do the work on the Nuotice
Paper. X¥or his own part he no longer
feli the sanme enthusiasm with regard lo
hiz levislative duties as he had done a
week azo, Like limself other members
must have received a severe shock. Con-
fidenee was entirely gome, and the sooner
the building was elased up and the con-
stifuencies appealed to the better it would
he, certainly for those constituencies, who
had the next right to speak. Persenally,
he objected to continuing any longer than
was absolufely necessarv. Some of the
Bills were essential, the Railway Bills for
instance. He did not think the members
of the T.abour party, or any other seetion
of the House, wounld like to delay the
necessary work represented in those Bills.
Rut with regard to other matters none in
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the House eonld approach them in a de-
iiberative spirit. That was all gone, and
with all due respect he would say the
House was utterly demoralised, and the
sooner it was purified at the hands of its
masters the better.

Question put and passed.

BILL — BUNBURY JMUNICIPAL
ELECTRIC LIGHTING.
Second Reading.,

Mon, Sir N, J. MOORE (Bunbury) in
movittg the second reading said:  The
Title of the Bill sets out the objeet of the
measure, and the powers souglt by the
municipality of Bunbwry, namely to ac-
yuire, eonsiruct, improve, and maintain
works for the generation and supply of
clectricity for motive, heating, and light-
ing parposes, and also to facilitate the
exercising of such power and for these
purposes to confer additional borrowing
powers., Some years ago an agreement
was entered into with Messis. Splatt,
Wall, & Company for the lighting of the
municipality of Bunbury. Under this
agreemeni at a certain date the munici-
pality was to have the option of acqur-
ing the plant. When the option date ar-
rived negotiations were entered into for
the purchase, and the amount of £7,750
waz named as the value of the private
plant.  After conference with the com-
pauyx the council made an offer of £7,000
and this offer was aceepted anhd the pur-
chase completed. Following on a repwt
by an electrical expert it was decided to
auzment the plant to the extent of £2,000.
This necessitated a loan of in all £10,000,
which was subsequently raised. Afler-
wards a communication was received from
the harbour hoard intimating there was a
possibility ther would requirve electrie
hizht. together with eurrent for the new
eranes on the jetty; and also an applica-
tion from the Railway Department for a
supply of lighting. After consideration
it has been decided to fix up a contract
and 1o instal the inereased plant necessary
for the same. The ecouncil, therefore, is
faced with an additional expenditure of
£4500, Thevy have proceeded to order
the plant, which must be installed within
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10 months of the signing of the agree-
ment. Consequently they are now face to
face with a deficit, and it is necessary to
accuire the additional powers set out in
the Bill. With regard to the present Bill
it is essential that the borrowing powers
of the ¢ouncil should he extended to cover
at least £15,000 for electrie lighling pur-
poses. Under the provisions of the Muni-
cipal Corporations Act a municipal coun-
cil is empowered to horrow up to fen
times the amount of its average revenue.
But it was not anticipated that inclunded in
any works to be eovered by the loan would
be the purchase of electric lighting plants
or works for water supply. The ordinary
revenue of the Bunbury municipality is
£3,500, Therefore under the Munieipal
Corporations Act this municipality has
power to horrow up te £35,000. They
lave borrowed already, for municipal pur-
poses, £21.100; on account of the water
board they have berrowed £3,000, which
is included in the £21,100, while in addi-
tion to that they have obtained from the
Treasury £3.500 under the Water Boards
Act. Thus the loan indebtednesz of the
municipality  is:—Municipal  purposes.
£21,000; water, £6,500; electric light.
£10,000; plant on order, £1,190; or a total
of £35,790. Of this, £3,500 was borrowed
under the Water Boards Aect, which leaves
a fotal amount of £35,290, which is prac-
tically the limit {o which they ean horrow.
But of this virtually £10,000 is expended
in electric lighting plant, and when the
Munieipalities Aet was framed it was not
anticipated that the limit would be ex-
tended for the acquiring of a trading plant
for other than munieipal purpeses. The
Bill sets out in its various elauses the pur-
poses for which it was framed. In the
first place the Council will have power to
purchase or aequire in addition to the
present plant and maechinery  all sueh
plant and machinery as may be necessary
for the supply of electricity within the
munieipality. Secondly. it mives zeneral
power for the supply of electrieity, not
only within the municipal boundaries, but
power In enter into a eontract with the
harbour board or any similar board to
supply them with electric earrent. The
third provision gives power to borrow for
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the comstruetion of new works with a
limitation of €15,000. Finally the Bill
provides that the amount borrowed shall
net be laken into aecount in estimating
what can he borrowed for other purposes,
That s to say, the amount borrowed shall
aot be subtracted trom the £35,000, and
so the municipality will be allowed 1o ex-
pend another £10,000 for municipal pur-
poses. The Bill of eourse must be read
in eonjunection with the Electric Lighting
Act of 1902, and portion of the Muniei-
palities Corporations Aet of 1906. If any
turther information is required T shall be
glad to supply it.
Question put and passed,
- Bill read a second time.

In Commitlec.

Mr. Taylov in the Chair; Hon. Sir N.
J. Moovre n charge ot the Bill

Clauses 1, 2, 3—agreed to.

Clanse 4—Power to borrow for works:

My, ANGWIN: Bevond doubt this
clause was necessary For the proteetion
of the ratepavers, hut when it was
realised that the Government overrude an
Act of Parliament what was the good of
framing a clause for ile express purpose
of protecting the ratepavers in veward to
loans?  The Bill embodied the provisions
of the Municipal Aet in regard to horromy-
ing money, wherein it was enacted fhat
eertain preseribed forms had to he gone
throngh before any money could be raised

for any works to be undertaken by the

municipality, and the ratepavers were
given power to 1efuse the request of the
eouncil for permission to raise a loan fur
the carryving oul of any work whatever,
Bul that clause was trealed as a dead
leiter.  Maney had bheen horrowed con-
trary to the provisions of that section,
and what eould he the use of putiing in
the Bill a clause of this deseription when
members knew it would be treated as a
dead letter if it was found expedienf ro
do so? Then, again, why was so small
a limit placed on the amouni Lo be raised ?
Generally, in conneetion with works of
this kind, the municipalities were handi-
capped by not having sofficient capital
with which to carry on the bnsiness after
the eapital expenditure had been inenrred.
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In this ca<e also, it the amonnt was
liunired to the cost af the works, the muui-
cipaliiv was going 1o he at a great dis-
advaniage in the condueting ¢f the works.

Houn. Sir ¥. J. MOORE: The amount
of the origiual purehase was £7,000 odd
and there was ab additional two thousand
pounds worth of plant.  Provision was
made for Twnrowing  fitteen thounsand
pounds, which was a 66 per eent, margin
over and above the present eapital cost.

Mr. OSBORN :  Pavliament should
either repeal the section in the Muniecipal
Aet which provided that the property-
awners shonkl have a volee n vegard tu
the raising of' loans, or the Aet should be
adhered to in its entiveiy. Only a few
weeks apo a Bill had passed throngh Par-
fiament to Iake vut of the hands of the
ratepayers of Perth any opportanity to
objeet to a loan For the purchase of the
Perth Gas (empany’s business. The
measure before the Committee proposed
1o do exactly the same thing. Evidently
it was not intended to vefer the matter
to the ratepayers of Bunbnry, but the
Council were putting the Bl through
Parliament so that they could at onee
proeeed to borrow money without consult-
ing the ratepayers.

Hon. Sir N, J. Moore: The ratepayers
have already declared in favour of it by
referendum.

Mr. OSBORX: Then
necessily for this clanse?

The PREMIER: The member for Roe-
bourne did not quite grasp the purport of
the measwve. When a municipal eounneil,
after having consulted the ratepayers,
wighed ta undertake a trading econcern
surh as these works were. it had to have
extra horrowing powers for that purpose.
and the veason why that extra power was
veadily aranted on nearly every oceasion
was Lhat the concern itself was a proft-
able undertaking, paying not only work-
ing expenses, interest, and sinking fund
on the money burrowed, but, in many
cases, a small profit to go (o the general
revenue of the loeal body. It was desir-
able that FParliament should, wherever
possible. assist the municipalities to be-
come possessed of their own lighting svs-
tem, tramways, and underiakings of that

what was the
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sort, which tended to the betterment of
the general communily.  To say that we
shoulil stand by the Muuicipal Act holus
holus seemed absurd. The M\et provided
certain borrowing powers for necessary
works such as road coustruction, but this
was a specific undertaking to purchase a
certain business eoncern which would be
a profitable thing for the municipality.
[t would be idle to repeal the sections of
the Municipal Aet in regard to borrowing
tor roads and other necessary expendi-
ture, and allow the municipalities te run
riot, simply because it was proposed to
wive additional power for a specific pur-
pose in an Aet of this nature.
of this sort should be considered on their
merits.

Mr. George: We eannot consider the
merits if we have only the bald Bill before
us. We ean deal only with the prineiples.

The PREMIER : The member for Bun-
bury had explained the merits of the
Bill.

Mr. GEORGE: This was a special case,
mid a poll had been taken of the rate-
payers of Bunbury, but the prineiple laid
down by the Premier was a dangerous one,
The Municipal Act enacted thal wherever
there was a departure from the ordinavy
governing of the municipality the rate-
payers should be consulted. The Pre-
wier, whilst admitting that that was cor-
rect, said in faet that he would not eon-
sult the ratepayers in vegard to any of
these cases.

The Premier: Na, | =aid the ratepavers
had already been consulted and ihere was
ne nevessity to eonsult them again.

Me. GEORGE: It was the right of the
ratepayer that he shoull have a voice in
any departure trom the ordinary course
of expenditure, and that right should not
be infringed upon. Tn connection with
these munigipal matters there should he a
mandate from the people. either io the
Counetl when elected or by way of ref.
erendum, before such works were under-
taken,

Mr. OSBORY: 1l lhad not been his
intention to raise any objection to muni-
cipalities entering into business ventuwres
of this natwre. His objection was to the
money being raised without a referendam

Proposals
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haviug been taken. 1lis idea was that
in rezand to all loans the people should
be consulted. and no Aet of Parliament
should take awayv their right to say
whether or not a loan should be raised.
As e had been assured {hat a referendum
lad been taken, he would offer ne fur-
ther objection to the measure.

Clanse put and passed,

Clauses 3, i—agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Report Stage.
teport of Committee adopied.

Third Reading,
Bill vead & third time and transmilted
to the legislative Counail.

BiLL — FREMANTLY  MUNICTPAL
(AR AND (CORE SUPPLY.

Necend Reading,

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
H. Daglizh) in nwving the second reading
saild: I desire ro move the second reading
of this Rill pro formd. 1 am asking the
House to assent to it in order (hat the
matter may go before a gelecl commitiee,
At the outset 1 was requested by the
member for Fremantle, on behalf of the
Munieipal Couneil of Fremantle, to in-
lraduee this Bill whieh I wasz mformed
was practically the same. with, perhaps,
some verbal allerations. as the Bill which
I had miroduweed and which has been as-
sented to with regard to the acquisition
by the Perliv council of the Perth Gas
Company. Having ascertained .from the
Attorney General that there was no legal
objection 1o giving the same econsidera-
livn to the request of the I*remantle eoun-
eil T undertonk to introduce this Bill. As
hon. members ave no doubt aware, affer
the weneral mayvoral electivn last Novem-
ber. there was a aood deal of comment in
regard to the cirenmstances which gave
rize to the request of Lhe municipal eoun-
el for this Bill. Verv strong vepresenta-
tions were made through the Press with
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regard to the conditions prevailing in the
eouncil at the time the moltion for the
purchase of these works was carried. In
reply to ihe insinuations which were made
there was anoiher side of the argument
put forward. It might then have been
thought advizable that the Bill from a
Governmeut point of view might have
been allowed to lapse until some more
satisfactory statement of the position
than had been made was brought for-
ward. Strong representations were made,
however, by persoix  holding opinions
for and against this proposed purchase
at Fremantle, persons with commereial
interests. persons in various municipali-
ites having varving municipal interests,
and it was thought it would be far more
satisfactory from all poiuts of view that
the matier shonld be thrashed out tho-
roughly by some impartial body. There
would he a difffieulty in getting impar-
tiality from a body like, say, the Fre-
mantle eouncil or like the Fremantle
Tramway Board.

Mr. Angwin: They have nothing to do
with it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
are nndonbtedly interesied in it,

AMr. Bolton: They soon will he.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
North IFremantle municipality, too, will
be affected by this purchase if carried
out, that is. under the terms of the exisi-
ing Fremanile Gas Company’s Bill and
which would. under the propused Bill now
hefore the House, rovern the purchase if
made by the Fremantle eouncil. TUnder
the circumslances 1 intend to ask the
Homse to agree to the second reading pro
formé and. subszeyuently, to refer the Bill
to a seleet committee, when 1t will be
Poszible to call evidenee to deal with the
measure. I hope that the House will
agree to adopt this procedure. T have
had practically no information furnished
to me by the JFremantle couneil with re-
oard to the Bill, and neither. afier the
confliet of opinion which T saw exhibited
in the public Press by the different pub-
lic men of the distriet, did I seek that
information. I preferred to adopt the
action T am now taking, namely, to leave
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it to the House to make its own inqguiries.
I beg to move—

That the Bill be now read a sevond
time.

[Mr, Npeaker resumed the Chair.)

Mr. WALKER (Kanowna): I am not
woing to address the House on the second
reading. and although T feel inelined to
let it go T cannot help mentioning that,
in my opinion, the Bill is not in order.

The Minister for Works: 1t is a publie
Bill,

Mr. WALKER: 1Lt is not a public Bill;
il has its distinetion. That matter, too,
might be thrashed out by the select com-
mittee,

Mre, MURPHY (Fremantle): I hope
the House will agree to the sugrestion of
the Minister t+hat the Bill be read a second
time pro formd and then be referred to a
select committee. For many reasons it is
desirable that this course should be ad-
opted, and T hope these rveasons will be
brought ont duning the progress of the
inquiry. There is one feature with re-
gard to the purchase of the I'remauntle
(ias Company, and that is that it has no
bearing on other purchases hy munici-
palities of gas companies which have
taken iplace during the present sessinn. In
Fremantle we have been municipally
lighting our town with electric light and
we have been a eompetitor with this gas
company, with the result that the value
of the concern bhas been o deereas-
ing quantitv. The very notice that was
siven to the gas eompany was issued at
an informal meeting and as far as the
council was coneerned the notice was in-
valid, although, aceording to legal advice,
as far as the eompany was concerned the
nolire was valid. It is a peculiar affair
of law, but Lhere it is. The civenmstances
surrounding the whole case are knuwn to
me now that T have the honour 1o he
mayor, and they are sufficient to warrant
me in asking the House to pass the second
reading and have the inquiry made.

My, ANGWIN (East Fremantle): [
might say that personally T am of the
opinion that this matter should be left
entirely to the ratepayers of (he lown.
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If there is nothing wrong in the aetion
of the council in either giving notice
wrongly, or nothing wrong with regard to
the property itself, if this Bill is approved
then the ratepayers, who are personally
interested aud would have to meet the
cost, should be the persons to determine
whether the Fremantle eonuncil should pur-
chase the gas company’s rights or nat.

My, Murpby: | wish I could disclose to
you privately what [ know.

Me. ANGWIN: Would it be the duty
of the seleet commiitee to go into the
value of the gas works and vo into the
aspeet of the works, as to whether they
are obsolete or not? If that is so how
would it be possible for a select committee
te bring any information betore hon.
members as a guarantee ol the safery of
of that plant t¢ the ratepayers of the
town. The select comniittee woulil have
to econsider whether it would he wise or
pot to pive the power looked for under
the Bill to the iratepavers of Fremantle.
1f the seleet committee made the investi-
gation which would have to be made under
the Fremantle Gas Company’s Aet, by
arbitration, before any settlement could
be arrived at rezarding the purchase of
this property, and for which provision
exists in an Act of Parliament with re-
zard to these works, I do not see how the
select eonumittee will wet the information
reguired fo satisfy the ratepavers of Fre-
mantle in that direction. Seeing that
some  hou. members have a certain
amount of donbt with regard to this
matter 1 am not going to oppose a
select committee, but I eertainly think
that the Minister shonld have every infor-
mation placed before him hefore being
asked to mitroduce such a Bill,

Mr. FOULKES (Claremont}: I have
my doubts as to whether this is a private
or a pablic Bill; to my mind it is exceed-
ingly diffienlt to decide whether it is 2
private or a public Bill. My own idea
is that it 15 a private measure. Power is
given in the Bill to certain authorities at
.Fremantle to earry on trade in other dis-
triets. No official notice has been given
to any of the local authorities of those
distriets of that intention.
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The Minister for Works:
Bill was exactly the same.

Mr. FOULKES: That might be the
ease.

My, Bolton: That will be cleared up by
the seleet committee.

Mr. FOULKES: I am glad that the
Minister has decided to refer the Bill to
a select commitiee, hecause there are many
clanses in lhe Bill, particularly those
clauses which give power to the Fremantle
authorities to earry on their trade in dis-
triets oufside their own, which will canse
a grave injustice to large communities,
The member for Fremantle must be aware
that five miles would embrace Claremont,
where there is a local authority cavrying
on lighting works nf their own, and the
same posilion applies, to a certain extent,
to the distriet of (ottesloe, and the Bill
gives power even withoui the consent of
the loeal authority to include any distriet.
These local anthorities do not want comn-
petition on the part of other local anthyi-
ties. The distriet of Claremont has en-
tered into obligations. There is a great
difference between a gas eumpany whose
finances ave limited and a large corpora-
tion whose finances are practieally un-
limited. There is hardly any limit to the
financial strength of the munieipality of
Fremantle. T strongly support referring
this Bill to a seleet eommittee, otherwise 1T
should feel eompelled to oppose the Bill.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray) : I should have
very much preferred the Minister for
Works to have moved that the Bill be read
a second trme this day six months. I eon-
clude from what has fallen from the mem-
ber for Fremantle that the probability is
that if this Bill is referred to a select
committee it may assist this corporation
to et out of a mess info which it has go,
and if that is so [ think the House shonld
assist them, What T know about this
plant is that it is absolutely ount of date,
it belongs to the age of the Noab’s ark
tvpe so far as gas lighting plant is eon-
cerned, and why m the last toftering days
of a company whose plant is praetically
obsolete an attempt should be made to
pass this Bill through the House I cannot
understand. It is quite within my know-
ledge -that within the last five or six

The Perth
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vears this company was (ryving to obtain
from the Railway Depmiment a large
portion ot the land near the smelters ar
Fremaulle for the purpose of puiting
down their new plant. They have man-
aved to exist on the present site somehow
or other until now and they have not put
down the wew plant. Their maius have
heen down now for mauy years, and those
who know any(hing about gas mains kuow
that the lite js limited for any useful
purpose to a few vears, especinlly with
the type of coal which has been used in
Western Anstralia for gas making for
some time. The matter is altogether
different Tvom the Perth scheme. As
was pointed out by the member for
Tremantle the Fremantle munieipality
supply their own  eleetric  light., and
here we ave asked in almost an impudent
fashion to pass a Bill to enable Fremantle
to buy out its competitor and become a
competiior with itself. The bringing for-
ward of this Bill is shameful, and if the
referring of it to a select committee can
give it a decent burial in the mlerests of
the Fremantle people, well and good. The
very fact that this matter, having been
brought hefore Lhe eouncil—an important
matter of this sort-—at midnight and
passed in a few minutes withont anything
heing heralded in the Press, is o my mind
too much of a hole and corner business for
any decent man te have anything to do
wilh. T speak thus strongly because T
have known these works for a number of
vears and T am salisfied it is not an un-
dertaking I eould conscientiously vote for,
or as a ratepayer do anxthing else (han
tryv to defeat it.

Mr. HEITMANN (Coe): T infend to
oppose the second reading for this reason:
it seems most extraordinary that we shonld
have a Minister of the Cvown introdueing
a Bill, of impovtance, it must he admitted.
and informing us that he knows nothing
whatever about it. Tt is most extraordin-
ary.  From whal we have learnt in the
Press it appears to me that there had
been squabbling in TFremantle affecting
the municipality generally. and one must
admit, aecording to the information in
the Press. that Fremantle. at all events.
has not been managed as a munieipality
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of us importance should be. Then we
find, a= stated by the member for Freman-
tle and by the member for Murray, that
at a midnight meeling it was decided to
serve the proprietors of these gas works
with a notice that the munieipality in-
tended to purebase. It appears tn me
that squabbling is going on in Fremantle
as to whether tlis meeting was formal
and the notice valid or whether the muni-
cipality wounld purchase the works or net.
Then we have the Bill introduced here
and (he ¥Minister stating at onee that he
knows nothing about it, implyving that it
would he a good method of clearing up
the atmosphere as far as this particular
transaclion is concerned. I oppose the
Bill hecause 1 object to the House being
ealled upon to elear up a municipal fight
and squabble. Before members are asked
to vote on a question of this kind a Bill
is brought in in a very slipshod way and
we should ask the people of Fremantle,
both councillors and ratepayers, to fix up
their business and come unanimously be-
fore us before we are prepared to deal
with a1 matter of this kind,

Mr. Angwin: The vatepayers have noth-
ing to do with this.

Mr. HETPMANN: We are asked to
take upon ourselves the functions of a
court of law and T ohject most strongly
to sueh a procedure. The Minister in
falrness to the House itself and the rate-
payers of Fremantle, rather than lay
down a precedent by ereating this House
a conrt of Jow shonld have returned the
Rill to the member who asked him to in-
troduce it and sav, “T am not prepared
to do so unless vou yourselves are satis-
fied as to its validiiy.” T T am in order
after making these few remarks., T heg
to move an amendment— *

That “now” be struck out of the
mation and the words “this day siz
months” be gdded.

That will give the mayor and ratepayers
of Fremantle an opportunity of deeiding
what is right. or what is wrong and what
iz hest in the interests of themselves.

AMr. George: T secand the amendment.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member has
spoken and therefore cannot second the
amendment,
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There being no seconder the awend-
ment lapsed.

Question {second reading) put, and a
division taken with the following result:—

Ayes - - .. 28
Noes . 7
Majority for . o2
AYES,
Mr. Angwin Mr. Male
Mr. Brown Mr. Mitehell
Mr. Butcher Mr. Monger
Mr. Carson y  Sir N. J. Moore
Mr. Cowcher I Mr. 8. F. Moore
Mr. Daglish \ Mr. Murphy
Mr. Draper Mr. Naunson
Mr. Gordon Mr. Osborn
Mr. Gregory Mr. Pilesse
Mr. Hardwick Mr. Troy
Mr. Harper Mr. Ware
Mr. Hayward Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Horan Mr. Layman
Mr. Jacoby (Telery,
Mr. McDowall

NOEs
Mr. Bolton ' Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Foulkes Mr. Walker
Mr. George i Mr, Heitmann
Mr. GIIN ! (Teiller).

Question thus passed.

Bill read a second time,

On motion by the MINTSTER FOR
WORKS, Bill referred to a seleet commit-
tee comsisting of Messis. Layman, Foulkes,
Walker, Gill, and the mover. with power
to eall for persoms and papers, to sit on
days over which the House stands ad-
Journed, and tn move from place to place;
te report on the 31st January.

BILL—KATANNING-NAMPUP
Second Reading.

DNehate resumed from the 5th January.

Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet): Tt is not my
intention to oppose this measure for the
simple reason that I do not know too much
about it. Tn the civeumstances I prefer
to give it my support rather than my op-
position.  Opposition would have to be
based on some very aceurate information,
and that is not at my command. But I
want to offer a few remarks, and these re-
marks will apply to the whole of these
acricultural railways, just as the remarks
of the Minister for Waorks, who introdnced
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the Bills, also referred to ihe whole of

them, | have always supported the sys-
tem of agmicultural railways, and 1 be-

lieve it will be found on reference to Han-
sard that my vote has always been given
to any agricultural railway proposition,
with the exception of one, aud 1 still be-
lieve I was justified in opposing that oue,
It has been said frequently that members
of the Opposition. and the Labour parcty
generally are opposed to the construetion
of agrenltural vailways. If there was any
trath in that statement it has long sinee
been exploded by the remavks of the Min-
ister for Works himself some few months
ago, who, in attacking the Attorney Gen-
eral, referred to the fact that it was the
Labour parly, uoder his leadershipy, which
initiated the construetion of agrieultural
railways; and ever since the initiafion of
that policy the party have supported it.
1Tad it not been for the suppout given by
this party to the agrieulfural railway pro-
positions they would never have got
through the Chamber,

Mr. ‘Monger: The same remark wilt ap-
ply to the goldfields railways.

Mr. TROY : Everyone kuows perfectly
well that if this party had determined to
oppose a railway proposition for agricul-
tural exlension it could wever have passed
the House: but we have always given this
poliey a generous support; and I lope
we always will: becanse only by extending
agricnltural railways throughout the State
can we lope to properly develop it. We
have. of eourse, reserved the right to criti-
vise these rallways, nob only agrienitural
railways but mining railways. Whenever a2
proposition has come before the House for
the eonsbruction of a railway to a mining
cenive, evenn represented by a mem-
her of our party. we have not failed bto
criticise the propoesition if we thought it
deserving of eritieism; and, undoubtedly,
there have been propositions that have de-
served eriticism, and have rveceived their
full meed of it. While not an anthority
on spur lines, still. relving on the com-
mon sense 1 possess, T am of opinion that
these spur lines are not to the greatest ad-
vantage of the State. I do not mean for
a moment that it would be far hetter not
to have spur lines. but I believe that in
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the development of the agricultural por-
tion of the State it would be preferable
to have a great branch railway from Yal-
coo te Wongan Hills, and from Keller-
berrin south, rumning parallel to the
(ireat Soulbern Railway.

‘I'be Minister for Works: We will have
sminething of that sort ultimately, no
dovbt.

Ar. TROY : Tt would have been prefer-
able to building spur lines. Spur lines
necessarily must be expensive to work;
they cannol he worked as cheaply and as
effeclively ax a great branch railway. If
the Minister brought in a Bill providing
for a great branch railway from Keller-
bervin to the southern part of Western
Australis. eastward of Albany, he would
do a great deal towards opening up- the
agrienflural aveas of the State.

My, Piesse: What distance would your
parallel line be from the Great Southern?

Mr. TROY: T do not know the exact
distance: but from a glance at the map,
T should =ay it should run from Keller-
berrin due south. Tt must he recognised
that the rainfall area extends eastward as
we go south. T believe Kellerberrin is
far enough east for the junetion. It is
not too far east, becanse Merredin is still
further east; but it is as far east as we
might go in that loeality for a railway
connection of this characler. But as we
go further south the eultivable area ex-
tends further east, and as a result I be-
lieve this braneh line T suggest would con-
fer a distinet advantage on that portion
of Weslern Aunstralia. After all, what is
the main reason for building these spur
lines? Is it that they are more advantage-
ons that a bhraneh line, or is it that the
spur lines serve the parochial interests of
several localifies on the Great Southern
Railway, whose endeavour is to bring in
the whole of the trade of the back coun-
try?  We have a spur line from Narro-
#in to Wickepin, It may be justified on
the plea thal it will be extended later on
to Merredin and will be a line developing
not only agriculture but other industries,
Wagin has a spur line. beeause Wagin has
trade interests and those trade interests
must be served. Katanning has a spur
line to the west, and this proposition is to
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carry one to the east in order that Kata.-
ning may reap all the advantage of the
trade of the back eountry. I do nnt think
we should consider the interest of any
body in IKatanning, Wagin, Narrogin or
any other portion of the eountry: we
should not consider the interests of any
centre; onr purpose is to spend the
people’s money to the best advantage
0 ‘that it will serve the best pur-
puse for all concerned. | notice there
i3 a distinei tendency for {las- par-
ticular line te tmm  north-east  be-
yond Shannon's Soak, so that the trade
may he diverted from Wagin, where
it now goes, towards Katanning. The
whole tendeney, we know, in regard to
the Kojonup railway was to divert mneh
of the trade from Broomehill to Katan-
ning. The line runs parallel to the Great
Southern line for seven or eight miles.

Mr. Piesse: That is in order to get a
better grade.

Mr. TROY: I believe the engineer wus
compelled to alter the previvus arrange-
ment by the dewand of the Government,
and I conceive it was for no other puw-

pose 1han to give Kalanning that
trade which should rightly belonz to
Broomehill. We find in this railway also

there is a tendeney to turn norvth afler
leaving Shanuou’s Soak in order to bring
in all the trade of that eountry which
rightly belongs to Wagin. Later on [
have no doubt the determination of the
Government will be to push the line on
to Lake Grace. Lake Grace stands right
hehind Dumblevung, and if it has auy
distributing eentre moce than another it
is Wagin; but the tendencey will be later
on to continue this line to Lake Grace and
take the whole of that trade out of iis
natural ecurse and divert it to Katanning.
T do nol think our purpoese in the House
should be to expend the peeple’s monev
in building up the trade of any town such
as that, and 1 do not think any member
i1s justified in making it his business in
the House to push forward the interests
of any particular town in his own con-
stitueney. I am in agreement with the
general poliey of building these lines, bur,
at the same time, I believe & branch line
would serve the better purpose instead of
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pandering to the parochial interests of a
few towns on the Great Southern Rail-
way. FException has been taken in the
House t¢ the information provided in
support of these measures. While I criti-
cised the Minister for Works some few
months ago on the slipshod manger in
which he introduced certain other Bills,
I give him eredit in that at least on this
oceasion he gave more information than
he gave on that other oceasion, and, as
a iresult, lhere is pot the same eaunse for
that ecriticism. At the same time, on
the sheet before members there is little of
the information members should receive.
We are told in regard fo large holdings
within 15 miles of the line, that there
are eight large holdings of 1,000 acres and
over.

The Minister for Works: It should be
“over 1,000 acres.”

Mr. TROY: It is very indefinite. A
holding of 1,000 acres caunot be consid-
ered too large in this country. I find
in the comparison as to the resident oceu-
piers and the average acreage heid by
each there are 130 resident ocenpiers ocen-
pying 110,000 acres, and the average
works out at nearly 1,000 acres per man,
yel we are told in the informabion sup-
plied that eizht people hold large holdings
of 1,000 acres and over. I believe it was
Professor Lowrie who said that 1,000 was
none too large, and that every farmer
should have 1,000 acres. 1 believe the
Minister for Lands admits that 1,000 acres
is not too mueh for a farm.

The Minister for Lands: That is so.

Mr. TROY: T do not think it is too
mueh for a farm, particularly when most
of the areas of 1,000) acres eonsist of very
mixed country, some good, some very
indifferent, firsl, second and third-class
land and sandplain. In faet, to-day it is
very diffienlt to get 1,000 acres of all good
land in this State. As far as the infor-
mation recarding the area occupied by
these people is coneerned, it is very in-
definite indeed. Apparently the land
under cultivation this year, together with
that eleared and ringbarked, shows a very
wood average, There are 13,000 acres
under cultivation, 18,000 acres cleared,
and 35,000 acres ringbarked, or roughly
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66,000 acres in all. There have been
110,000 acres taken up by resident oceu-
piers, and the faet that more than half
of this is under cultivation, or cleared, or
ringbarked, compels me to support the
Bill. I hope all the measures introduced
will show that the people whom these
railways are intended to serve are work-
ing their properties. 1 know it is very
hard t~ expect people remotely situated
to get their properties into working order
and to cultivate their land, partieularly
when they have to cart their prodnce over
long distances; but at least we in the
House may expect they should give evi-
dence of their intention to cultivate their
lands, in order thai the railway may he
made produetive as soon as possible. The
Minister veferred to the faet that most of
these agricultural railways, if not paying,
were showing but a very shight loss, T
submit that, so far as the agricultural rail-
ways are concerned, with the exeeption of
the Dowerin line, none of them are show-
ing a profit. And even those lines which
are more prolitable than others are not
agricullural raillways in the true sense, he-
cause they are timber railways. These
timber railways show a profit, but were
they dependent eutirely upon agrieulture
they would show a heavy loss.

The Minister for Works: But the tim-
ber traftie will diminish yearly, while the
agricultural traflie will inerease.

Mr. TROY : Of course the timber {raffic
nmust deerease as the timber is ent out,
and we hope the agricultural develop-
ment will be encouraged by the building
of the railways. But T want te point out
that were it not for the timber we rould
expect very little revenue from these rail-
ways for some years to come, beecause the
agricudtural development is not there, and
is not likely to he there for some time to
come, However, I am glad we have the
timber, hecause it is assisting in the de-
velopment of the agricultural areas, 1
agree that we must not expect these small
agricultural lines to become payvable pro-
positions from the beginning; no member
on this side of the House expects that.
We all know that some time must elapse
before the whole of the lands ean he made
fully prodnetive: and if within a number
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of years, it within the term of the loan
raised for the building of these lines
these railways will pax interest and sink-
ing tund on that loan, we ought lo be well
satistied. 1 am perfeetly agreeable that
these railways shall be buili, even though
they do not show a profit so long as the
main system will maintain them, 1 shall
be glad to give my support io the measure.

Mr. OLOGHLEN (Forrest) : 1 recog-
nise with the last speaker that it is an ex-
eeedingly diflicult proposition 1o deal in
aby way exbaustively with these railway
Bills, owing to the faet that very few
members of the Chamber have any know-
ledge of the country throagh which the
lines will pass. 1 myself have, perhaps,
travelled over more of the country than
most hon, members, and 1 do not know
very mueli of the loealities to be served
hy these railways. | notice from tlhe in-
formation supplied by the Minisier that
Le makes provision for extra eost of con-
struelion vwing to dhe inerease of wages
and the increase in the eosi of materials.
1 would like the Minister to tell us later
ot what has been the inerease in the cost
of materials during. say. the last 12
moulhs, [ helieve it would assist members
io a considerable extent were thev piven
this mformation in regard to projects we
have to deal with from time to time, some
of them huge projecis involving  large
expenditure. Tf the Minister is ahle to
show that the inereased expenditure is
necessary owing fo an inerease in the cost
of materials. L think the Honse should be
in possesston of the information.  The
Minister makes referenee to the increase
in the cost of sleepers. That. [ believe,
will be a permanent increase and, theve-
fore, we cannot take exception to it. But
when he specifically lavs down the size of
the sleepers it snggests that the Govern-
ment have abandoned the project of using
the round-backed sleepers. Tt will be re-
membered that the Katanning-Kojonup
rallway was constructed on these round-
hacked sleepers. and I believe they have
not given that measnve of satisfaction
which was expeeted; so I take this refer-
ence by the Minister as an indication that
the Government are going to abandon the
nse of those sleepers. T must agree with
the member for Mount Magnet when he
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deplores—uor, if he did not deplore, [ do
—lhe existence of so many spur railways
in this particular locality. Any hon. mem-
ber loolking at the map would come to
e other conclusion thau that the eountry
would he betrer served by a loop line
starting from Wickepin and ending at,
say, Tambellup. Here we have four dif-
ferent spur railways, two eompleted and
Iwo projected. The two completed could
remain, and the lovp could sweep out 10
miles from the present terminus. It would
then serve a large number of settlers and
do away with the endless frietion and
Jjealousies associated with spur railways.
I do not think anvone can say the spur
railway is the satistactory method of
locomotion we would like il to be. Con-
plaints are coming in  trom different
centres—1 myself have had many—of the
faulty arrangemenis, the delays, and the
shocking services provided. [ would urge,
even at this late howr—it is of no use
appealing, because the poliey of the Gov-
ernment is fixed—bu{ I believe a mistake
has been made and I think instead of
building these two lines we are diseussing.
it we construeted the loop it would bring
every selller within a rveasenable distance,
and do injustice to none, The reason at
the bottom of these spur railways is the
agitation from each town. Eaeh town
wants a railway for itself in the hope of
its bringing revenue into thal town, As
puinted ont by the member finr Mt Mag-
net, Katanning hos two spur railways,
Wagin has one now and is poing for an
extension, Narrvgin is practically a june-
tion with four lines, and, in greater or
less degree, the same is upplicable (o a
number of other cenires. Tt appears to
me mosl of the trade from Wagin will
eventually go through Bunbury, while the
trade on the Katanning-Nampup line will
find its natwmal port at Albany. But
wherever this trade finds its port T think
the poliev of spur railway= is due to the
agitation put forward by the residents in
these larger towns on the Great Southern
Railwav in the liope of getting as much
money as they possibly ecan.

Mr. Piesse: That is absolutelx ineor-
reet as far as Katanning is coneerned.

Mr. O'TLOGHLEX : Tt has been pointed
ont hefore that tlie Kojonup railway was
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diverted in the direetion of Broomehill in
order to capture the trade. I intend Lo
make a few remarks later on, when dis-
cussing the Dumbleyung-Monlyinning rail-
way, with the object of trying to show
that my statement is correct. [ believe
it there is one town in Western Australia
which has suffered an injustice owing to
undue inflnence wielded by its neighbour-
ing town that town is Broomehill. Later
on I hope to bhe able to show that these
smaller towus along the Great Southern
have not had a fair deal, owing to the faet
that their dlaims have not been put for-
ward in as energetie a manner as have
those of the larger towns., It may be con-
tended that the object ot all spur railways
is to divert the trade into big towns. I
will ask the member for Katanning him-
self, s he prepared to effer any serions
apposition to the proposal to establish a
loop line trom Wiekepin to Tambellup?

Mr. Price: Why not Lo Mount Barker?

Mr. O’LOGHLEX: Well, to Mount
Barker will do. If the member for Kat-
anning is opposed to it [ trust he will
zive some idea of the reasons why it is
nol feasible.

The Minister for Lands: You tell him
why it is feasible.

The Minister for YWorks: Why not
wait till we bring the projeet forward?

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: The Government
will never bring it forward. The Gov-
ernment have fixed their poliey and will
stand or fall by it. But in my opinion
a mistake has been made in not going
tor a loop line 4n this particular loeality.
The time will come when we will have to
construet such loop line. My objection to
the spur railway system is based largely
on the wunsatisfactery working of the
various spur railways at present con-
strueted. [ ean paint to numerous lines
that are causing preat dissatisfaction
amongst the settlers called upon to nse
them. While they constitnte a big im-
provement on the method of locomotion
formerly in vogue, we cannot claim that
they are giving fhe maximum of satisfae-
tion at the present time. T do not intend
to deal with the figures presented by the
Minister. However. if the Minister has
an opportunity this evening of making a
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few remarks on this and other railway
Bills, I trust he will let ns koow if there
is any poison land in the area to be served,
and if so, what extent.

Mr. Monger: All the poison is in your
electorate.

Mr. O’'LOGHLEN :* 1 only wish it were
possible tv inelude all the poison tracts
in any one electorate. 1*oison exists prac-
tically all over the Fastern belt. It exists
at Dowerin, at Williams—-—

Mr. Monger: Oh give the country an-
other good advertisement.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: If I could not give
the country a better advertisement than
van the member for York, I avould not
attempt it at all. The hon. member seems
to think (hat because a member refers to
the diffienlties confronting settlers he is
damning (he eountry.

The Minisier for Works: You would
not vefrain from building a line because
of the poison?

Mr. ("'LOGHLEN: No, [ only want to
know how nueh poison ecountry is in-
cluded in the area for the railway. If

‘the Minister ean give the information I

do not think I am asking too much.

The Minister for Works: It would be
extremely diffieult.

My, OLOGHLEN: Still if the Minis-
ter made inquities he eould give the ap-
proxiroate area. If the country is emrry-
ing poison to any great extent we cannot
expect to get from the railway the rev-
enue we are hoping for.

The Minister for Railways: Not at the
outset.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: No, certainly not
at the ountset.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.n.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.

My, Taylor in the Chair; the Minister
for Works in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1, 2, 3—agveed to.

Clause 4—FPower to Governor Lo com-
pulsorily purchase lands within 15 males
of a railway:

Mr. ANGWIN: Would the line traverse
any large areas? Aeccording to the infor-
mation supplied to the Commitiee there
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were 130 resident occupiers to be served
by the railway; perhaps the greater por-
tion of them lived in the town of Katan-
ning?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
were six large loldings, that was, hold-
ings of more than 1,000 aeres. The hon.
member eould rest easy in his mind that
there was no risk of any large holdings
in the ordinary sense of the term being
largely enhanced in value by the building
of the railway and then being repurchased
by the Government. This clause took a
larger power to the Executive to purchase
land, without giving the increment pro-
vided by the railway, lhan was taken in
any previous Bill, and the same provision
would be nrade in all the ratlway Bills to
be considered this session. That was, the
power of the Government to purchase
land within 15 miles of the railwax for
township purposes, thereby protecting the
public interest to a greater degree than
ever hefore.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 5. 6, T—agreed to.

Sehedunle, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and
the report adopied,

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Legislative Couneil.

RILL—TAMBELLUP-ONGERUP
RAILWAY.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from 5th January.

Mr. PRICE (Albany): I do not intend
to speak at any great length on the seeond
reading, for the reason that any honest
critieism might be contorted by those who
desire to misrepresent the actions of mem-
bers in so eriticising into opposition to
Bills of this character; at the same time,
1 should be laeking in my duty as a mem-
her of this Chamber if T were not to enter
my protest against the extraordinary
manner in whieh the survey of this line
has been carried out, Whilst in every
other case the line has taken a fairly de-
finite course from the starting point to
the terminal point, we find this proposed
Iine starting from Tambellup, running
east by north, then turning to the south

[ASSEMBLY.}

and running in a southerly dirvection for
a very considerable distance; then, when
it comes within veasonable distance of a
very large number of settlers, turning
north again until at its most northerly
point it is within 20 miles of the line 1o
be eonstrueted from Katanning to Namp-
up: then there is a sudden shoot almost
dve south from that point. aand the line,
after running south for 10 miles or more,
again suddenly strikes north-east io One-
erup. T trust that the Minister for Works
will give us some reason for the extra-
ordinary eurves which we find in connee-
tion with this line, beeanse T am assured
by those who are thoronghly conversant
with this country that theve is no real
reason why these curves should exist and
that the line might have been kept a preat
deal farther south than is proposed, and
would thereby have served a larger nwn-
ber of settlers, and opened up a large
area of land about Magedup which the
Line, as at present surveyed, cannot serve.
That brings me to a point which has pre-
viously been referred to by other speak-
ers when dealing with different railway
lines, namely. the question as to whether
spur lines sueh as these are preferable io
a loop line. This is one of these cases
which undoubtedly proves that the pre-
sent poliey of running spur lines is not
the best poliey in the interests of the
eountry. 1f instead of passing two lines,
this one of 35 miles and the one just
anthorised of 38 miles, making a total of
03 miles, we were to pnt in that extent
of railway in the form of a loop rumming
from Tawbellup south-west and eventu-
ally joining with the Great Southern line
near Mt. Barker—I do not say right at
Mt. Barker, because I know there are en-
gineering difficulties in the way of loopinyg
up two lines there, but on this side of Mt.
Barker, where there are no engineering
diffieulties and the distance {raversed
wonld be a little more than the total dis-
tance of these two lines—that loop line
would relieve the traffie upon the Great
Southern line.  As a matter of faet,
this poliey of building spur lines must
inevitably lead to the necessity for the
duplication of the Great Southern Raii-
way ot the construction of a line running
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parallel to it. If we run a line parallel
to the Great Southern, after construeting
these spur lines, then we are duplieating
the work we are now doing, because run-
ning a )ine parallel to the Great Southern
would open up no more conniry than
these spur lines do.

Mr. Piesse: What class of line wonld
you have fov that parallel line?

Mr. PRICE: A trunk line, a heavy line
to earrv the heavy traffic which must be
carried over it through the opening up of
the country. But these spur lines eongest
the traffie on the Great Southern line.
The member for Katanning and others
are well aware that during last harvest it
was almost impossible to ecope with the
traflic on the Great Southern line. Pos-
sibly, through the relaying of the heavy
rails carried out during the intervening
period, the Railway Department will be
able to run heavier engines along the line
during the coming season; but at the same
{time T see the danger of the traffic upon
that line eventually becoming so congested
that duplication or the building of
another line running parallel fo the Great
Southern, losping up with the Great
Southern about Mount Barker, or going
round the Stirling Range and eoming into
Albany from the east, will be an absolnte
necessity. A loop line, instead of these
spur lines, would have relieved the Great
Soulhern rather than have congested ihe
traflie upon it. However, the policy of
the Governmenf is in the direction <f
building spur lines. It is a good poliey
for the present, but I certainly think they
would have shown mmore foresight if they
had in the first place decided on loop lines
rather than the spur lines they have
adopted. T have already indicated to the
Minister that T think it necessary, and
certainly desirable, that the House should
receive some information as to the man-
ner in whieh the survey of the Ongerup
line has heen earried out. 1 do not sug-
gest there is anything unjust in the sur-
vey; at the same time one should certainly
have some reason given for the manner
in which the survey has been carried out.
When we find it running to almost the
four poinits of the compass in a line of
55 miles there must be some reason for

¥
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it, and the reason I think should be forth-
conmiuz to members in this Chamber. I
take exception lo the information laid
before members. upon which members are
sapposed io pass their opinions and re-
curd their votes in regard (o this measure,

Mr. Monger: Do you mean the advi-
sory board’s report?

Mr. PRICE: No. 1 refer to the in-
formation placed on the Table by the
Minister. We find there are 114 resident
oceupiers, and their aggregate Holdings
amount to 269,294 acres, being an average
of 2,362 acres per occupier. We are alse
told that there are 666,965 acres of land
open for selection within 15 miles of the
line. T challenge that statement. MMight
1 draw the attention of the Minister for
Lands to this statement, because as a mat-
ter of fact a search made by myself in
the lands Office only a few days ago
disclosed the fact that there is very littla
land at present available for selection
along the route of the Ongerup railway.
There aill be land open for selection; I
am not disputing that. What I dispute
is that there is that amount of land avail-
able along the line.

The Minister for Works: Available to
be selected.

Mr. PRICE: Very well then, we have
before us mislending mformation. The
statement before the members is that
there is 666,965 acres of land open for
selection.

The Minister fur Works: Not open.

Mr. PRICE: Does the Minister suggest
that I am so blind that T eannot read a
plain statement ?

The Minisler for Works: No, I had no}
seen it; the hon. member is quite correct
in his statement.

Mr, Piesse: It shonid read “available
tor disposal by the Cvown”

Mv. PRICE: That is another matter;
because only a few days ago I had oeca-
sien to make an investigutiou, not in con-
neetion with this railway but for anuther
purpose altogether, as to what land was
available along the route of this railway,
and the Minister for Lands knows that
at present there is very little land avail-
able along it. There will be land avail-
able in the eourse of time, T admit; bul
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members find themselves in this diffienlty:
they are told there are 666,965 acres there
for selection, and they have to ask them-
selves how much of it is first-class land
and how much second-class and how much
sandplain, which is absolutely useless,
within the avea of 55 miles along the line,
That information should be placed before
us; because we shall be told, I have no
doubt, that the reason why there has been
such a big deviation in the route is be-
cause "of certain large sandplains which
had to be escaped and aeross which it
would have been wasteful to run the rail-
way. It would be well also if we had
some information in regard fo the number
of large holdings within the 15-mile radins
of the line. The information laid before
us as to the number of large holdings is
that it is “about six.” In view of the-
fact that out of the 114 occopiers in this
district there are a very large number who
hold only 1,000 acres each and that the
average of land per resident ocenpier is
2362 acres, it would be well to know
what is the acreage of these six, or about
six, large holdings in this distriet. T
think we should have some definile in-
formation on that point.

The Minister for Works: I gave it on
the second reading.

Mr. PRICE: 1 have not looked the mat-
ter up, but if my memory serves me
aright the Minister on the second reading
stated that there were certzin large hold-
ings but that they were not to any great
extent along the route of this Lune.

The Minister for Works: They amount
to 17,619 acres of land.

Mr. PRICE: T can hardly follow the
Minister. If there are only 17,619 acres
among these six large holdings, that ouly
works out at practically a httle above the
average 1 have given for the 114 resident
occupiers.

The Minister for Works: That 269,294
acres includes oecupiers and holders who
are non-resident,

Mr. PRICE: Now we are faced with
unother problem, another item of infov-
malion which should be fortheoming, that
is, the number of non-resident holders in
this district.

Mr. Piesse: There are very few.

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr. PRICE: If there are very few it
is all the more desirable that we should
have the information. First the Minister
tells me these large holdings aggregale
17,619 acres, or very little more thap the
average for the 114; then | am fold also
by the member for Katanning, who ecer-
tainly has a thorough knowledge of the
distriet, 1hat there are very few mnon-
resident holders.

Mr. Piesse: There are many who have
taken up land recently who are nol yet
on the spot.

Mr. PRICE: This statement was pre-
pared a little fime ago, and the many
holders to which the hon. member refers
as having taken up land recently would
not be ineluded in the statement,

The Minister for Works: It is up to
dale.

Mr. PRICE: It has been on the Table
for the last fortnight.

The Minister for Works: It is made
up to within the last couple of weeks.

Mr, PRICE: However, I certainly
think it wounld be well if we were given
the information with regard te the num-
ber of non-residents, and also with regard
to the acreage of the large holdings in the
district served by this line, The Minister
laughs and points to Hansard containing
his speech on the second reading. As I
have pointed out, the information therein
contained must be lacking, because if it
15 correet, practically all the holdings in
that distriet mnst be large holdings, seeing
that the acreage is infinitely above that
along the other railway dealt with by the
House to-day. I have no infention of
opposing this line, though I again express
my regret that the poliey of the Govern-
ment is in the direetion of building spur
lines rather than loop lines, and that in
connection with the survey of this line
it has been considered desirable to run it
i such a peculiar manner, a manner that
to my mind will not serve the best interests
of the distriet which should come within
the radins of its operations. I trusf,
however, that the Bill will meet with the
approval of members and that whatever
errors we may be making to-day in this
policy of spur lines we shall reetify in
the near futvre when the Government de-
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cide that they will carry ont loop lines
and cease to listen to the outeries of the
little towns, the people of each of which
seem to think that if they advocate a
branch or spwr line from their centre it
will do them some good at the expense of
the rest of the State. In this particular
instance I must emphatically say that the
spur lines are beneficial largely to the
towns from which they start at the ex-
pense of the other portions of the Srate.
I take exception to the second item
of information. What members are
most concerned in is as to the near-

est port to these railway lines, be-
cause these lines are bnilt prim-

arily for the purpose if getting produce
from the producer to the seaport. In
every case we are told how far it is trom
Perth and not how far it is from the near-
est port. We do not want to know how
fav it is from Perih, but we do desive fo
kbow how far it is from the nearest port,
May [ suggest in that diveetion in future
enses the Minister in ehavye of the Bill
should give us the information as sugges-
ted?

Mr. HARDWICK (East Perth) : I
cannol help remarking that I am of opin-
ion that the railway policy of the Govern-
meit is deserving of the very closest seru-
tiny. T may say as a member of the
metropolitan area that spur lines have
not ailtogether been my trouble, but I have
on a number of occasions noticed that
many of these Biils have been passed by
the House, and although we are given to
understand that the Opposilion side
are always on ihe alert, and that among
them we have not a large number of agri-
cultural members, T think that sometimes
even members representing the meiropoli-
tan area from that =ide do nol pay thai
close atfention to railway Bills which they
should do.  An hon. member remarked
earlier in the evening thal almost every
little town wants its own partievlar rail-
way. I think that is true to a degree, and
I am rather against 1he poliey of the Gov-
erwment in that respect, that is, taking
A railway out in a direction where perhaps
there is only a handful of people. 1
think the Clovernment should have come
down with a syslem of a network of rail-

oS

ways to eover the whole of our agrieul-
tural areas.

My, O'Loghlen: It is not worth their
while now,

Mr. HARDWICK: They may still have
to counsider those things in the next eight
or ten months, therefore it would be neces-
sary for them to inaugurate a scheme
something similar to that which I have
sugvested, and which would do away with
a lot of these things which we are told
by the Opposition veeur in the ecountry
distriets, and in conneetion with which
efforts have been made to divert the rail-
ways i g direetion whieh it was uot in-
tended thev should take it in the fiest
place, .

Mr. (Hll: We will look after that when
we get over there,

Me. HARDWICK: I think the hon,
member will eontitne to adorn the posi-
tion he oceupies, at any rate until after
the next election, when 1 fear he will leave
it altogether. T would like the Minister
to tell us to which partieular ports
these railways are likely to take goods.
T lhave vealised for a long time now
that Bunbury has had a rather wnfair
advantage as far as railway facilities are
concerned, an advantage which has heen
o the commercial detriment of Perth and
Fremantle.

Mr. O'Loghlen: What railway are you
referring to? ’

Mr. HARDWICK: 1 will fell you later
on.

Mr. Scaddan: He means the Bullfinel
railway.

Mr. HARDWICK : T am also of opin-
ion that where railways improve large
lioldings, some of the unearned increment
brought about by the construction of
these lines through the large areas held by
a few persons should go into the coffers
of the State. If there is to be a eontinu-
ntion of the poliey of building agrienl-
tural railways, I would like te see the ad-
option of a betterment system, or some
other similar system su as to prevent all
the profits going into the pockets of a
few individuals, and rather that some of
this money should find its way into the
State Treasury.
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Mr. HOLMAN (Murchison): It is
quite a change to hear a few remarks from
members on that side of the House, es-
pecially when they make statements with
regard to the policy of the Government
being deserving of the greatest serutiny.

Mr, Hardwick: It does at all times,

Mr, HOLMAN: In all probability if
members on this side of the House took
some notice when members on the other
side made a protest against the hasty
construction of railway lines by the pre-
sent Government a great deal might be
done. We are dealing with agrieultural
railways generally at the present time,
but I intend 1o refer .to one or two other
railways which have been consiructed by
the present Government. Hon. members
opposite should take g little more notice
of the statements from this side either
in condemnation or in the eriticising of
certain works that the Government are
undertaking. As far as the general policy
of opening up and developing the
agricultural distriets is eoncerned, T think
the Government have the support of all
menmbers. But no haphazard system of
construeting spur railway lines should be
adopted merely because of a special out-
ery from a particular district. It wonld be
as well to have a definite policy laid down.
There is no doubt about the queslion as
to which is the best, the present system of
spur lines or a general system of loop
lines. Only a few weeks ago when the
Bullfineh Railway Bill was presented to
Parliament and its hasty construction was
being eriticised, it was shown that it would
not be a wise policy to carry out the work
at that particular time. Yet the policy
of the Government received the nndoubted
support of hon. members on the Mini-
sterial side. I have here a copy of the
Monthly Journal of the Chamber of
Mines, and although I do not agree
with what appears in its eolumns, I mizht
mention that in this particular issue there
is an artiele in whiech the very arguments
used here by the Opposition against the
construetion of the Bullfinch railway are
put forward. They are the exact state-
ments which were made hy memhers on
this side of (he House.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Works: You are not
swearing by that?

Mr. HOLMAN: Not a bit; but when
statements are made by this side against
the speedy construetion of a railway, or
the uawise policy ol the Government, and
the matter is taken up by the Chamber of
Mines, it goes to show that when we make
staiements there may be a great deal more
in them than we may ever get credit for.
In eonnection with the Bullfineh railway
the article in the Chamber of Mines .Jour-
nal says—

In the particular case of the Bull-
finch the Government has aeted prompt-
ly enough. It is open to question, how-
ever, whether more has not been pro-
mised than is warranted by present con-
ditions, and whether the more pressing
needs of other localities have not there-
by been ignored, The one really urgent
requirement at the Bullfineh is water,
and that the Government has at once
met, as it was bound to do. It has,
moreover, acted with proper caution in
providing only a 3-ineh main from the
water supply scheme. That will be
ample for some little time to come; the

cost of it is not very great; and a
larger main can easily be put down
later, if it be found necessary. Tt is,

perhaps, a pity that similar caution was
not exercised in the matter of a railway
line to the new field. The two Ministers
who visited the Bullfineh, and who met
the demand for a railway from South-
ern Cross with a refusal for the time
being, were certainly wiser than their
eolleagues in Perth who, perhaps in a
moment of expansive optimism, pledg-
ed the Government to the immediate
eonstruetion of ‘the line. The amount of
work done so far on the Bullfineh field
is not of itself sufficient justification
for the estimated expenditure of £50,000
on a railway line. The distance to
the main goldfields’ line at Southern
Cross is adequately bridged by existing
means of convevanee, although, of
course, a railway would be cheaper and
more convenient. But none of the mines
are yet far enough advaneced to require
the services of a railway, nor will they
he until they reach a stage when the
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transport of machinery to them be-
comes necessary. Nor can it yet be said
that the permanence of the new field
is sufficiently assured to warrant so con-
siderable an outlay of public money.
Everybody hopes, and many mining
men believe, that the field will prove
of permanent value. But ountside of the
one mine nothing is really known yet,
and one mine alone is not enough to
justify the railway. The question of
railway eonstruetion might well have
been postponed until the development of
the field had advanced much further
than at present and until its future
prospects had become more assured
than they now are. The £50,000 which
the Government has promised to ex-
pend on a railway line to the Bullfinch
could be expended in other directions
with considerably more benefit to the
gold-mining industry and perhaps with
more justice to other localities. For in-
stance, the one great disability under
which prospeeting work and mining
operations are performed on these arid
goldfields areas is the secarcity, often
the total lack of water.

These statements are exactly similar to the
argnments advanced by this side of the
House. When it is known that despite
_ the oft-repeated boast that the policy of
the present Government is to construet
railway lives in agrienltural distriets, it
is a very strange thing to find the Govern-
ment taking the rails and sleepers from
an agrieultural line which was aetually
being constructed, and removing {hem to
the scene of the Bullfinch railway. When
this kind of thing is done one can only
imagine for what purpose the line is be-
ing constructed. If it is the poliey of
the Government to assist azriculturists,
why did they take the rals and sleepers
from an agricultural distriet in order to
build a line which even the sirongest ad-
voeates of mining in this State are op-
posed to? As far as the Bill before the
House is coneerned, after hearing the re-
marks of the member for Albany one can
only wonder why those eurves and twists

were made, and whether the line
was (o serve cortain  individnals or
whether the eountry was of such
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a nature as to necessitate the undertaking
of these twists and bends, I maintain
it is a bad policy to eurve lines about as
shown on the map, and especially when it
is shown as has been done in this case
that by making these turns railway com-
munieation will be taken away from a
large number of settlers. The Govem-
ment are not treating them fairly at all,
In conpection with the remark of the
member for East Perth with reference to
the betterment systemn, I maiotain that the
Government shonld at once adopt a better-
ment system or something that will oper-
ate in a similar manner, We kuow well
of cases where settlers have taken up
areas in country through whieh it is pro-
posed to construet a railway. In this way
an increased value iz placed on the land.
In the country which this proposed line
18 to serve we know that land was acquired
with a full knowledge that it was intended
to eonstruet a railway through it. Where
did these people get that inside knowledge
from? We know also that persons have
gone on proposed routes of railwavs and
taken up large aveas knowing full well
that a railway would soon go through the
property, and that they would benefit by
the enhanced value. 1 mainiain (hat the
betterment system should be adopted and
also that those whose properiy is in-
creased in value by the construetion of a
railway shounld pay an inerensed price. It
is only reasonable that that should he
done. While not opposing the canstrue-
tion of these lines I think it wonld he
much hetter if we had opportunities of
vigiting the several districts and seeing
for ourselves the necessity for the rail-
ways. As for the advisory board’s report,’
I do not consider the reports we have had
in the past altogether convincing, Mem-
bers would be better able {o speak of these
Iimes it they had opportunities of visiting
the districts. Probably the Minister will
afford an explanation as to the reason
for the twists shown in the route of this
line, The matter of large holdings has
also heen mentioned, and the remarks of
the Minister by interjeetion have not been
too satisfactory. We should have further
esplanation on that point. When oppo-
sition is offered to any work from this
side of the House there are generally good
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grounds for it; thus the £50,000 expended
in connection with the construetion of the
Bullfinch railway, and the taking of
sleepers and rails from other lines in order
to push on with that work was by mno
means warranted. However, it is my in-
tedtion to deal more thoroughly with this
matter when on the Loan Estimates. I
hope that in future the policy of the Gov-
ernment will be to consider the interests

of the majority of the people, and not to-

twist the lines for the sake of bringing
into eloser railway communication large
koldings which, while benefiting materi-
ally by their proximity to the lines, will
pot give any return to the Government.
I hope a policy of loop lines and of in-
troducing the betterment system will be
adopted in the future,

Mr. PIESSE (Katanning) : It is not my
intention to take up much of the time of
the House in speaking on the Bill, because
in view of the statisties produced by the
Minister, and of the readiness of members
generally to accept those statisties, it re-
guires norfurther recommendation from
me. It seems to me the debates on this

and the preceding Bill have centred round -

the question of route, and as to whether
loop lines or spur lines are preferable.
From that T take it there is no doubt in
the minds of hon, members that this rail-
way is justified. The magnificent areas
to be served are sufficient evidence of the
necessity for the line, and therefore I
hope there will be no delay in passing the
measure so that railway facilities may be
immedialely given to the localities con-
cerned. The question raised by the mem-
ber for Albany as to whether a loop line
wounld not be preferable to a spur line is
one whieh has already engaged the atten-
tion of the people to be served by this
line. The residents of the locality of
Ngowangerup and +the eounntry beyond
have taken this into consideration and af
their request T, with my predecessor, teok
an opportunity of placing their views be-
fore the Government of the day, asking
that a spur line should be eonstructed to
junetion with the Great Southern railway.
At that time it was suggested the railway
shonld start from Tambellup and extend
to Chirrilitlup, via Ngowangerup. Subse-
quently a new seleetion took plaee in the
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direction of Ongerup, 30 miles a little
south of east of Ngowangerup. A large
subdivision was there made, and 80,000
acres were surveyed, the bulk of which
has been selected by comparatively small
holders. I do not think there is one
holder in the area with more than 1,000
acres. In reporting ob the exiensiom of
the proposed Tambellup-Chirrilillup rail-
way the advisory board no doubt took into
consideration the fact that the people at
Ongerup should immediaiely secure con-
nection with the trunk railway; it was
quite impessible for those settlers to go
out 55 miles from the present railway and
make a success of their noldings, as the
earting would involve several days.

M. Angwin: Who holds ail the land
between ?

Mr. PIESSE: Some of the 114 selec-
tors given here on the sheet. I believe
myself there is a slight discrepaney in the
number of resident oceupiers, because the
statistics given to me show that there are

. 112—that is before the seleetion of the

Ongerup area—and I am of opinion that
there are some 35 ov 40, probably 50 of
the settlers now resident on that area,
while in addition to those there will be a
portion of the 80 oecupiers of 1,000 acres
each who are still to take np their resi-
dence. Therefore, hefore long we shall
have a much larger population in the dis-
triet. And from my knowledge of that
country I can say we have a very desir-
able class of selector along ihe proposed
route of this railway. It is true there are
a few large holdings in the district, one
large holding in particular. I am sorry
the Government did not seize their oppor-
tunity when recently this land was placed
under offer to them for purchase. The
member for Albany questioned the route
of the railway after passing Ngowanger-
up. Al T ean say is we might he well
satisfied with the report of the ad-
visory board, whieh has been lying on the
Table for some weeks past.  This, of
course, is a thoroughly independent board,
wlto have made an inspection of the eoun-
try, and the route proposed is that re-
commended by this body. 1 am quite
satisfied the proposed route will give satis-
faction, not only to the present holders of
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land in the loeality, but also those who are
likely to seleet in the near future; because
the wailway follows the best wheat pro-
dueing land in the district. Although I
bave no antbority for saying so, I think
one of the chief reasons that influeneed
the advisory board in going so far sonth
was to serve that country both to the west
and the east of the Salt River down as
far as Sandalwood. Very excellent wheat
land is held there, and there is not the
least doubt that in the near future that
portion of the distriet could reasonably
ask for railway econnection with some
point on the Great Southern. However,
as a large area of sandplain intervenes
between the Salt River and the Great
Soutbern at that point it would be a eon-
siderable time before direct railway com-
munication could reasonably be given;
therefore I think the advisory board was
very wise in making this deviation, es-
pecially in view of the faet that there has
not been a single complaint from the peo-
ple to the north-east. As a matter of fact
the country to the north-east is not quite
50 good and, no doubt, the advisory hoard
took that into econsideration also when
they snggested that the line should be so
far south. 1t seems to me the member for
Albany was scarcely consistent, beecause
after pointing to this southern deviation
he said the line shonld go still fur-
ther south. If the line were to go further
south it wounld, of course, make an even
greater deviation, However, I am qoite
satisfied the route now proposed will serve
the best interests of that portion of the
distriet. My only anxiety is that the Gov-

ernment will push on with this work, and ,

have the line completed as far as Ngow-
apgerup by next harvest. A very large
crop has heen grown in that distriet dur-
ing this vear, and in view of the great
disabilities under which the people there
labonr I hope the Government will use
every endeavonr to push the railway on in

time for next season’s harvesting. I have

much pleasure in supporting the Bill.
Mr. O'LOGHLEN (Forrest): If there

is one memher in the House whe should
be enthusiastic in supporting propositions
of this character. it is the member for
Katanning, as both the railways we have
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discussed to-night start and end in his
distriet.

Mr. Piesse: It shows it is a good dis-
triet.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: It is not my inten-
tion to disparage the distriet, but the
few remarks I have to offer will, at least,
show T hold an opinion different from
that held by some other members in re-
gard to the starting point of this line.
The member for Katanning referred to
the fact that there was a very desirable
class of settlers in his district and that
they were in need of railway facilities.
I am not going to admit that there is in
that district a class of settler any more
desirable than is to be found in other
portions of the State.

Mr. Piesse: They have faced some very
great difMiculties down there.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN: Possibly their difi-
culties have been many and great during
the past few years they have been settled
in that locality; but there are desirable
settlers in other portions of the State who
have languished for railway facilities for
the past 50 years, facilities promised year
after year and generation after genera-
tion, and up to the present they have not
received them. I sometimes think that
we are rather premature in going to the
assistance of some settlers when these
older settlers and pioneers have not been
considered wp to the present fime. I have
all along contended that Tambellup is the
wrong starting place for this line, and
that it should start from Broomehill.

The Minister for Works: I thought yon
were going to say Katanning,

Mr. OLOGHLEN: I will say some-
thing abont Katanning before I conclude.
My opinion is that Katanning wields alto-
gether too mueh influenee in that part of
the State.

My, Piesse: You know notbing at all
about it.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I may know noth-
ing at all abount it, but it is an extraor-
dinary thing that the towns in the same
distriet as Katanning find it impossible to
make any progress,

Mr. Piesse: Why?

Mr. Heitmann : The seat of Government
is at Katanning. '
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Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Yes, the seat of
Government is at Katanning. Supplies
are senf from there, trade is centred
there, and the hon. member has admitted
another reason for the backwardness of
these other places, namely the big estates.
Katanning is a sort of cctopus on the
Great Southern, bleeding hoth Breoomehill
and Woodanilling of the trade to which
they are entitled. T believe that if figures
were looked into an extraordinary tale
would be told in regard to the differential
rates on that line. Broomehiil has heen
erippled, owing, in the first instance, to
the large estates, and secondly to the hos-
tile influence of Katanning in the distriet.

Mr. Piesse: How does that influence
operate?

My, O'LOGHLEN: Ii is evident here
to-night when we find this railway start-
ing from Katanning. Has the member for
Katanning made any effort whatever to
give Broomehill the consideration to which
it is entitled?

Mr, Piesse: Do you say I have not?

Mr. O’'LOGHLEN : T say that when the
proposed purchase of thal estate be re-
ferred to only a few minutes ago was
mooted, the member for Katanning never
made any public announcement on the
subject, and never urged the Government
in an energetic fashion to purchase it.

"Mr., Piesse: T did so privafely.

_Mr. OLOGHLEN : Private requests do
not have mueh weight. Tn the vieinity of
Broomehill we have three large estates;
the Fairfield estate of G,000 acres, the
Woodiarrup estate of 13000 acres, and
the Pallinup estate of 22,000 acres. Pal-
linip was offered to the Government at
ene time for 12s. per acre; that offer was
allowed to go unaccepted at the time, and
only twelve months ago the same property
was offered to the Government at £2 per
acre.  The occupants of the Treasury
benches did not display the business acn-
men which we had a rizht to expect when
they neglected that opportunity of acquir-
ing this property.

Mr. Piesse: It was not my fanlt that the
Government did not buy 1.

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: I am blaming the
Government in this ease. This estate was
offered to them at £2 per acre, and I ven-

[ASSEMBLY.]

ture to say that had they purchased it, in-
side of three months every available acre
would have been taken up by settlers in
the district or by settlers from outside,
but the Government did nothing in the
matter. They preferred to go to another
distriet and pay £36,000 for the Avondale
estate, which, when thrown open, was
leaded to such an extent that the settlers
would not apply. I believe that a eouple of
titled gentlemen are the only two appli-
cants for this particular area, and if that
is a fact, the Government, in purchasing
the Avondale estate, made a bad deal for
the people, whilst they were at the same
time guilty of eriminal neplect in not ae-
quiring Pallinup when they had the oppor-
tunity. Had it been repurchased, and this
line were to be constructed from Broome-
hiil instead of Katanning, it would, I am
satisfied, show much better results than it
can as at present surveyed. T understand
that it will go through 14 miles of sand
plain before it reaches Gnowangerup.

Mr. Piesse: No, not 14 miles; wheat is
being grown on that land to-day.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: We will not quibble
as to whether it is 13 miles or 14 miles,
but had the line gone from Broomehill it
would have tapped much better country
and wonld have given ihat town, which
has languished in the past, and will con-
tinue to languish I am afraid, semething
like a fair deal. I do not wish to say
much in regard to (his line because I re-
cognise that it would be of no use to move
an amendment, but it is vseless for the
member for Katanning to urge the Gov-
ernment to acquire the estate after the

line has been authorised.

Mr. Piesse: Thaf is the only alterna-
tive.

Mr. O'LOGHLEEN: What is the use of
locking the stable affer the horse has es-
caped? Are the Government going to pay
£5 per acre for an cstate after the line
has been built, when that same property
was refused a few years ago at 125, and
more recently at £2 per aere? I believe
that if that land were put on the market
to-day it would bring an average of £3
10s. per aere, and ¥ have heard that one
man who offered to sell his land for £2
is now asking £4 for it. T have ail along
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contended that Broomehill has not re-
ceived a fair deal in the matter of rail-
way facilities, and as has been pointed
out before, the policy has been, wherever
possible, to so divert the trade from
Broomehill as to build up other large
towns. I am not going to urge the Gov-
ernment to acqnire these estates now that
railway facilities have been granted, for
it would be ¢rimipal on the part of the
Government to spend this £86,000 on the
building of a railway and then give owners
of those particular estates an additional
£2 per acre on their bargain, owing fo the
fact that railway facilities have enhanced
the value of the land., While I do not
propese to oppose the construction of this
line, T believe that with this, as with other
railway proposals, a mistake has been
made, and while we contioue to allow so
much influenee te be exercised on behalf

of the big towns, we are going to cripple

some of the little towns and deny them
the trade which naturally belongs to them.
It is 2 pity that the Minister for Lands
has not been so sympathetic in regard to
the Great Southern as he might have beea.
He has not listened to the representations
of the member for Katanning that he
should repurchase these estates, al-
though it would have been & good
proposition for the State. I trust
that any gloomy predictions I may
have made in regard to the quality
of the land to be fraversed by this line
will not be fuifilled, and that the distriet
of Broomehill, with so many naiural ad-
vantages, will receive more consideration
from the Goverhment. Later on I may
have an opportunity of pointing out where
it may be possible o serve more settlers.
I do sincerely hope that the Broomehill
distriet will receive a little more encour-
agement in the matter of railway facilities
in the future, and that we are not going to
see a town absolutely crippled by the ex-
istence of these large estates, which have
checked the growth of that place for the
last 30 years.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (in
reply) : 1 do not think it is necessary for
me to make many remarks in regard to
the eriticisms that have been offered. The
time bas passed for the diseunssion of the
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relative merits of parallel lines and spur
lines. If it were intended to serve this
large agricultural area by the construc-
tion of parallel or loop lines that poliey
would be utterly inadeguate unless we
were prepared to multiply it indefinitely.
Hon, members will realise that it would
be impossible for one line parallal with
the Great Southern line to serve, with the
main line, the whole of that vast area. It
would be necessary then, in addition to
the parallel line; to construet a series of
spurs or loop lines. Following up the
principle of spur lines which was adopted
some years ago by this Parliament, after
due consideration and deliberation, it will
ultimately be necessary to connect the
ends of these lines by a line that will run
approximately parallel with the Great
Southern. That will be a necessary pari
of the future railway development of the
agricultural areas of the State, I do not
think it ean be urged that any of these
lines which have been brought forward,
or are heing brought forward at the pre-
sent time, are not absolutely justified on
the circomstances that have been sub-
mitted, and in this eonneetion I want to
peoint out that although complaint has
been made, as complaint always is mads,
of the amonnt of information brought
forward in regard to the railway
Bills, during this session there has bheen
more informalisn submiited than if has
been cuslomary to supply in the past. In
regard to the information whieh has been
cireulated, I am quite willing fo admit
that there appears to be a discrepancy on
the face of the fizures supplied; that was
drawn attention to by the member for
Albany who quoted the resident oecu-
piers at 114, and the acreage held by them
at 269,294 acres, showing that ihese per-
sons were the holders on an average of
something over 2,000 acres per individual,
But the diserepancy is solely owing to the
fact that this 269,294 acres eover the area
alienated and held under both Sections 55
and 56 of the Land Aec¢t. Tt therefore
does not only apply to the holdings of
the 114 resident ocenpiers but also applies
to the holdings granted to those persons
who have taken uvp land under non-resi-

dence conditions, It is not neeessary for
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me to go at any length into the question
of the precise route taken by this railway.
As originally proposed by me and origin-
ally introduced to the House it was to con-
neet Tawbellup with Chirellilup. When
the report of the advisory board came for-
ward, the board, after exbanstive exam-
ination and close investigation of the dis-
trict, made this recommendation—
We recommend the construction of a
line from Tambellup in a general north-
easterly direction to Ngowangerup,
thenee south-easterly to the valley of
the Pallinup river, and thenee north-
easterly to the vicinity of Tarbunkenup
near Ongerup, following approzimately
the route sliown on the litho. This pro-
posed railway will have a length of
about 55 miles, will serve 780,000 acres
of country, 224,000 acres of which are
alienated and 556,000 are vacant. We
estimate that within this area there are
at least 420,000 acres of country well
adapted for the growth of cereals. We
consider that this line may at a future
dale (if cirenmstances warrant it} he
extended to Ravensthorpe, and also
may form part of a large loop to serve
the country east of the existing and the
proposed spur lines. The Inspector of
Engineering Surveys estimates that this
line will eost about £05,000, inelnding
provision for water supply.
That is the report of the advisory board,
and that report really fixes the route
which has been adopted for the line. I
do not think it would be possible, even if
anyone wished, that influence could be
brought to bear on that body to bring in
their report. It was not a report follow-
ing the Government proposal but a report
which really recommended that a provision
larger than the provision the Government
proposed should be recommended to the
House. The member for Murchison has
suggested that members shounld be afforded
a chance of seeing these distriets. Per-
sonally, I should he very glad indeed
to—o

My, O’Loghlen: Send him away for a
month.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: To
assist in facilitating sueh inspections due-
ing recess; buf at the same time, even il
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hon, mempers had an opportunity of
travelling away from the railway to in-
speet these different districts, it would he
diffieult for them to spend that amount
of time in one district to enable them to
form a reasonable opinion with regard to
the question of route.

Mr. Horan: We raised the same point
during the Moore Ministry, and it was
promised for us in the next recess.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
examination of the whole distriet has to
be very close indeed to enable one to
arrive at what is exactly the best line a
railway should follow.

Mr, Holman: Yon eounld not expect
members to deaide that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: How-
ever, I certainly think it would be advan-
tageous generally to members to have
larger opportunities of seeing the counivy
than has been possible for them in the
past, and I bope it will be possible to
arrange so that during the recess some
efforts will be made in this direction. The
member for Forrest has proposed that
this railway should start from Broome-
hill. It would be impossible to have a
railway starting from Broomehill and
running parallel with the railway from
Katanning to Nampup. The distance, I
think, is somewhere nearly a dozen
miles——

The Minister for Lands: Eleven miles.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
11 miles between Broomehill and Katan-
ning. The hon. member will therefore see
that if we have the Katanning-Nampup
ling, it is ahsolutely impossible to recom-
mend the House. to agree to a line from
Broomebhill to Ongerup.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Why impossible? Yon

do not contend it would be only 11 miles
a\Vﬂ.y. .
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I con-
tend that at the starting point it would be
only 11 miles away; and I think if I had
submitted such a proposition ta the
House the hon. member would not have
been prepared to support it.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time,
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In Committee.

Mr. Tayler in the Chair; the Minister
for Works.in charge of the Bill,

Clanses 1, 2, 3—agreed to.

Clause 4—Power to Governor to ecom-
pulsorvily purchase land within 15 miles
of railway:

The MINISTER FOR WQORKS moved
an amendment—

That all the words after “may” in
line 4 be struck out and the following
inserted in licu :—(a) with the object of
encouraging the cultivation and settle-
ment of the land, compulsorily purchase
any land in parcels of not less than one
thousand acres, each parcel being the
property of one person or lwo or more
persoms, jointly or in common, and situ-
ated within fifteen miles of any part of
the lineg of railway, and which land is
certified by the Minister for Lands as
suitable for closer agricultural settle-
ment; (b) compulsorily purchase any
land situated as aforesaid for town-
sites; Provided that no land shall be
compulsorily purchased wunder para-
grapk (a) of this section wuntil the
Lands Purchase Board has favourably
reported theram,

Mr. ANGWIN: It was proposed to
strike out a number of words and replace
them; was it possible to do so?

The CHATRMAN: It was the simplest
form in which to desl with the amend-
ment. It was quite in order.

Amendment put and passed; the elause
as amended agreed to.

Clanse 5—Purchase money to be deter-
mined under Public Works Act, 1902:

On metion by the MINISTER FOR
WORKS, the claunse was amended by
striking out the word “but” at the be-
ginning of the second paragraph and in-
serting in lien, “Provided that, on the ex-
ercise of any sueh power, or on the ac-
quisition by the Governor within the said
period of land situated as aforesaid for
any work within the meaning of the Pub-
lic Works Aet, 19027; and the clause as
amended -was agreed to.

Clause 6—agreed to.

Clause T—Application of 60 Vietoria
No. 26:
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS
moved an amendmeni—

That after the word “lands” in the
first line the words “acquired under
paragraph (a) of Section 47 be in-
serted.

Amendment passed; clanse as amended
agreed to.

Schedule, title, agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments, and the
report adopted.

BILL — WAGIN-DUMBLEYUNG
RAILWAY EXTENSION.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 5th January,

Mr. COWCHER (Williams): T have
much pleasure in sapporting the second
reading of this Bill. I can assure hon.
members that the sooner the work is
carried out the better it will be. The line
is fully justified and I hope hon, mem-
bers will support the Bill. I have much
pleasare in supporting it and T hope that
the Government will econstruet the line as
quickly as possible. There is only one
thing I would like to say and that is that
when the present survey is completed—
it has now been carried out a distance of
12 miles—it will be carried out a further
ten miles, and T hope that the Government
will see that in this connection the line
will be taken in a direction where it will
do the greatest good to the greatest num-
ber. We had a deputation to the Minister
for Works recently and he promised that
that would be done, and I feel sare that
he will earry out his promise, The great
desire is 10 see that the railway will be
built through conntry where it will do the
greatest good.

Mr. Horan:
be served.

There are 8¢ settlers to

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr., ANGWIN (East TFremantle) :
There appears to be considerable dissatis-
faction existing in this district regarding
the ronte that this railway is to take. I
think a matter of this deseription should
be referred to a seleet committee. We
find that there has been a petition pre-
sented signed by over 80 setilers asking
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thai an alteration should be made in the
route of this railway, and realising the
small number of settlers on the route
proposed. as mentioned by the member
for Yilearn, it is showa clearly that fur-
ther investization should be made regard-
ing the route it is proposed to take. Rail-
ways of this deseription should be built
in the mamner suggested by the member
for the district, and that is, to serve the
largest number of residents. It has been
snggesled that this railway will be only
25 miles from the terminus of the Nam-
pup railway. As a matter of fact, as far
as I ean gather, it will be nearer 35 miles
than 25 miles, and if this railway is con-
strocted on the route referred to by the
Minister, there will be caused a great
hardship to those settlers who have de-
veloped their holdings in anticipation of
having the railway wwithin reasonable dis-
tance of their properties. When we rea-
lise that such a large number as 80 settlers
are opposed to the route of the railway
I think it is necessary that some other
body should step in with a view of ascer-
{aining whether justice is being done. I
am haping this Bill will be referred to a
select committee to enable that committee
to make an investigation regarding the
route proposed.

Mr. TROY (Mount Magnet): The
attitude T intend to take up with regard to
this railway is that suggested by the mem-
ber for East Fremantle. I do not think
the line is going to be constructed through
that area of couniry which, to use the
words of the member for the distriet, will
do the greatest good to the greatest num-
ber. We, who are acquainted only to
some extent with the country, must largely
rely upon the information submitted by
the Minister in introducing the Bill, and
we must also depend upon the information
given by the member for the distriet.
Strange to say, while resident occupiers,
according to the Ministerial statement,
number 110, at least B0 resident ocenpiers
are opposed to the line being eonstructed
on the proposed voute. If that be so, I
fail to understand how we are going to
do the greatest good to the greatest num-
ber beean<e the greatest number appear to
be opposed to the route. I is a most ex-
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tragrdinary thing that these iwo railways,
the Katanoning-Nampup and the Dumble-
Yung extension, both turn to the north
after running eastward to sume extent.
Prohahly had this extension continued due
ea:l iowards Lake Urace the lerminus of
the exteusion would have been very elose to
the terminus of the Katanning-Nampup,
and that would have been inadvisable, but
as 1 poinied out when discussivg the pre-
vions line, there was no necessity for the
Katanning-Nampup turning to the north °
other than for the purpose of drawing
the trade of that country te Katanning.
I am not going to vote in this House to
build up the interests of any gentleman
or any family no matter how wealthy or
how influential they may be; that is not
our purpose, therefore I deeline to accept
that policy or endorse it. We ave given to
understand by the Minisier that this rail-
way even now, though it turns to the
north, will when it reaches the terminus be
only 25 miles from Nampup, but that is
extremely doubtful. I am given to under-
stand it wil be a greater distance, some-
thing about 33 miles,.  That informa-
ton is given to me, nobt by people unae-
quainted with the distriet, but by residents
of the district directly concerned, who are
in a position to give reliable information.
I hold the opinion that this line would
hetter serve the interests of the people
in this part of the State after proceeding
due east if it were diverted somewhat to
the south, to serve what is known as the
Merrilop district., If this were done it
would serve 62 settlers hoiding an aere-
age of 62,000 acres, much of which is
targely improved, while the area expected
to be under cultivation next year amounts
to 10,000 acres. According to the fizures
of the Minister the line if built along the
route he suggests will serve only 7,000
acres which are under cultivation, and an
additionnl 0,000 acres ecleared, 16,000
acres in all. The average yield for the
whole district is similar to that given by
the Minister, The land is much of the
same cuality, and the conditions, climatie
and otherwise, are similar. In the Merri-
lup area there have heen completed 250
miles of fencing. If this railway is con-
tinued on its present course farmevs will
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bave to cari their produce 17 miles before
they can get to the railway. The Minjster
when introducing these Bills pointed ount
that 12 miles is a sufficient distance to eart
produce, and we are building railways on
the principle of serving people 124 miles
on each side of the line. In the present
case very many farmers will have to eart
their produce 17 miles, and in such cir-
cumstances there will be little possibility
of carrying on farming suceessfully. Once
this railway is completed there is very
little probability of these people ever get-
ting a line. Were we not acquainted with
the devious methods of huilding agrieul-
tural railways along the Great Southern
we would be at a loss to understand why
the Government are always dragging in
country which geographically does not be-
long to that distriet. From east to west
the whole of the country is utiiised for
the purpose of building up Katanning,
while the other localities along the Great
Southern, which, owing to their geographi-
cal position, ought to be connected at other
points on the line, are being neglected. I
want to protest against that policy, and
to go further, for I believe some investi-
gation should be made. 1 do not desire
that the construetion of this line should
be in any way retarded. I do not desire
to offer any opposition to the construction
of any agricultural lfine, but I do think
the best interests of the country are not
being served hy the consiruction of the
line along its proposed route. Therefore
after the passing of the second reading I
propose to move that the Bill be referred
fo'a select committee.

" Mr. Cowcher: Do you want to hang it
up for 12 months?

" Mr. TROY: No. -

" Mr. Cowcher: You will do so.

Mr. TROY : Despite the indignation of
the hon. member we have a duty to per-
form. The majority of the vesidents in
the locality will not be served by this rail-
way, and once a railway is construeted
along the proposéd route there will be
no possibility for. many years to come
of these people securing railway communi-
cation. So, rather than see an injustice
done ‘we should pursue in regard to this
Bill the policy that was adopted in regard
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to another Bill this evening. A seleet
committee counld easily secore the neces-
sary information in a week, and then if
the route is found 1o be justified we eould
pass the Bill as it stands, At the same
time there is every reason for delaying
it for a little while until we find out ex-
actly how it will affect the people of the
locality. There is no desire to retard the
Bill, but merely to do justice by the ma-
jority in the distriet. We are getting sick
and tired of building railways for poli-
tical purposes, and it is a fair thing that
the interests of the people should be con-
sidered and not the interests of an influ-
ential family, or of a few members in the
House.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (in
reply): I have listened with some inler-
est to the remarks of the last spealer,
but I do not intend fa reply to him; he-
canse if a member bases all his remarks
on the inference that a railway line is pro-
posed merely to suit one genileman, or one
family, it is of no use arguing with snch
a member. If he can form that eonclu-
sicn in a case like this, T am sare the
strongest argument would not convitee
him that opinion was wrong.

Mr. Heitmann: He said a big percent-
age of the residents were opposed to the
route.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes:
I am coming to the statement made by
the member for East Fremantle in regard
to the dissatisfaction in respeet to the
route. No matter what route is selected
for an agricultural or any other railway
there will always be a large amount of
dissatisfaction. Naturally every settler
wants the railway as near his own pro-
perty as he can possibly get it; and we
do not blame him; everyone is tarred
with the same brush in that respect. But
it is mot & question of influence in this
matter at all. The Government have put

- aside influence entirely, and instead of

laying down routes themselves they have
left the matter wholly to an advisory
board of independent and responsible offi-
CErs. .
Mr. Seaddan: I do not know how you
can say that. '

Mr. Heitmann : Responsible to whom-‘??
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: To
Parliament; they are dependent on Parlia-
ment for their bread and butter.

Mr. Bolton: So is every public ser
vant.

Mr. Angwin: It is not long sin¢e you
objected to a committee appointed in that
way.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No;
the hon. member has a good memory, but
unfortunately it does not go far enongh.
I said a statutorially appointed board
would be far better. But if the hon.
member infers that I said the advisory
board was not better than the system of
bringing down railways without reference
to a board, he is wrong. Becanse, when
in office on a former occasion, I took part
in the appointment of sueh a board, as
the hon. member onght to know, How,
then, conld I now, or & year ago, condemn
the very action to which I was then a
party?

Mr. Seaddan: It was under totally
different conditions. You had not pro-
mised the railway in those days.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Nor
was this one promised.

Mr, Scaddan: All these railways have
been promised.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No
route has been promised, and in regard
to a number of these railways the lines
themselves have not heen promised. In
some instances, I admit, the board was in-
strucled to report on <ertain routes, as
when a railway is part of the Govern-
ment’s political programme, in which ease
the Government stand or fall by it.

Mr, Scaddan: Then it is a political
railway.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No;
the hon. member surely can distinguish
between a political railway and a railway
for which the Government take the re-
gponsibility, and on which they stake their
political existence. What 1 mean by a
political railway is a railway constructed
for politieal purposes.  But the hon.
member, for instance—and I am giving
him an example at which he will not fake
-offence—the hon. member .was returned as
an advoeate of the Esperance railway.
Y was returned as an epponent—I am
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speaking of 10 years ago. If the hon,
member had been in pewer and advocated
the Esperance railway, I would not, be-
cause he was pledged to that railway, he-
eause he pinned his political existence to
it, I would not be justified in charging
him with advoeating it as a political rail-
way. He would advocate it because he
believed its construetion would be of the
highest advantage to the State.

Mr. Seaddan: It would be absurd to
promise a railway, and then come here
and say it was built beeause the advisory
‘board recommended it.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member is distorting my argument,
although perhaps not wilfully. X am tak-
ing the question of route. There has been
no dissentient voice against the railway,
but merely against the route. The rail-
way is all right ¢then. The member for
Bast Fremantle, even the member for
Mount Magnet, admitted the railway was
all right if it took a different route. Both
those gentlemen admitted that the Gov-
ernment were right in taking the responsi-
bility when the advisory board had recom-
mended this railway to the House and the
country. But they complained of the
route which the Government had adopted
on the recommendation of the advisory
board.

Mr. Scaddan: The route is the railway.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Oh
no; the railway is a provision for the
opening up of certain agrieultural coun-
try, beginning of course at Dumbleyung
and going eastward. It might go in al-
most any direction so long as it went gen-
erally easterly. That is the railway. But
this talk of influence can always be raised.
In regard to the petition referred to by
the memher for BEast Fremantle I desire
to say it has been signed by a large num-
ber within the influence of an already ex-
isting railway. In constructing an ex-
tension and dealing with the persons con-
cerned in that extension, there must be
an excision of those adequately served by
existing railways. We do not take those
within twelve and a half miles of an ex-
isting railway; they are not considered
as persons to be served by the new rail-
way.
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Mr. Angwin: Although it does not
benefit them they realise the injustice to
others,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As
it does not injure them they are willing
to sign the petition. Probably the hon.
member has had petitions signed by per-
sons who neither knew nor cared any-
thing about them. But, supposing the
possibility of a mistake having been made,
how is the hon. member to overcome it%
The member for Mount Magnet said “You
eannot trust the advisory board; you can-
not trust the Government.”

Mr. Troy:
thing.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member said the route recommended
and approved is a wrong route, and he
is going to prevent the adoption of the
route by moving for a select committee
of which he will be chairman, and of
which two other Opposition members will
form a part, as against two from the
Government side. Then we will have an
absolutely impartial report on a question
of Government policy from a committee
presided aver by an Opposition member
and having a majority of three to two.

‘Mr. A, A, Wilson: Would it be im-
partial if it were tle other way about?

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: No.
Beeause on the one hand we have an im-
partial body of three responsible officers
sitting eonjointly and bringing up a joint
recommendation after having heard evi-
dence and seen the ecountry. We have be-
yond them a Government responsible to
Parliament for all their actions. And
agninst these two bodies it is proposed to
put up a three-to-two majority commit-
tee. FEven if we had a Minster presiding
over the select commitiee with two other
Ministerialists on the committee I skl
could not but refer to it as an irrespon-
gible body. Every member must recognise
that such a comamittee could have no op-
portomity of forming an opinion of any-
thing like the value of that formed by the
three experts who have been over the
route. I would not have a seleet commit-
tee anyway.

I did not say any such

3055

Mr. Seaddan: That is why you rig up
your seleet committees when you want a
partial report.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS :
When?

Mr., Scaddan: On many occasions.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member is referring to the dark ages
for his records. However, I say no select
committee, no matter how counstituted, can
be a satisfaetory tribunal fo deal with a
measure of this deseription. I say it is
impossible to get the evidence. The mem-
ber for Mount Magnel says the commitiee
can get it in a week. I say it is absolutely
impossible, and I further say you cannot
rely on getting the best evidence even if
youn went and spent a month there. T
want to point out that these railways have
to serve, not only the settler of to-day but
also the settler of to-morrow, that they
have to provide, not only for those already
on the land but for the land that is yet
unsettled. It is absolutely essential that
the unsettled land shonld be fully econ-
sidered when deciding npon these routes.
As the member for Williams mentioned,
I had a deputation come to me last week
on this very question and they wished a
deviation to be made. The whole question
of the route, as I pointed out to them, is
at present only approximate until the per-
manent survey has been made, and the
representations that have been made by
the petitioners referred to, and by this
deputation, will be folly considered, and
can be acted on to the extent of the devia-
tion allowed by the Billk T think that
this House is fully warranted, on the in-
formation already submitted, in accepting
this Bill, and I hope the member for
Mount Magnet will not persist in his pro-
position to refer the Bill to a select eom-
mittee, .

Question put and passed. .

Bill read a second time. B

To refer to select commitice.
Mr. TROY (Mount Magnet) moved— -
. Thai the Bill be referred to a select
committee,
The Minister, in endeavouring to refute
the statemenis made by members-on.the
opposite side of the House; had said-that
hé intended to ignore the remarks regard-
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ing the influence brought to bear in con-
neclion with agrienltural railways; but,
ignore it as he might, nobody could deny
that in rezard 1o the railways in the Great
Southern district some influence had been
brought to bear to conserve the interests of
Katanning. In connection with the Katan-
ning-Kojonup line, even though a prior
survey had been made by departmental
surveyors and the route declared, yet later
on the route was changed, with the resaulf
that the rallway now ran for seven miles
parallel with the Great Southern railway,
and then tnrned due west to Kojonup.
Why was this done? Mevely to divert
the trade seven miles along the line from
Broomehill to Katanning, enabling the
latter town to get the trade that, geo-
graphieally, did not belong to it. That
was a seandal which nobody could deny
and which nobody had attempted to deny.
Then, again, what was the necessity for
building this line north-east after it
reached a cerlain point, when the line,
geographically, should be built due east to
connect later on with the Lake Grace
country, if it were not for the fact that
the Katanning-Nampup line furned north
after a certain distance, and the termini
of the two lines wonld be too close. Just
as the Kataoning-Nampup line had been
turned north only in order to bring in the
trade to Katanning, so this line was also
taken north in order that it might not
interfere with the traffic of the Nampup
line, and its proposed unltimate extension
~ to the Lake Grace country. Wagin had
greater claims than any other town on the
Great Southern to the trade of the Lake
CGrace couniry, and yet that {rade was
being diverted to Katanning. Those were
his reasons for desiring a select commit-
tee, and they were good ones. He was
not blind enough to aceept wholly the re-
ports of the advisory board, because he
knew perfeetly well that the board had
nol a free hand. They had certain in-
structions to determine the route between
& given point and a given point.

The “Minister for Works: No.

Mr. TROY : That was a fact. The board
had been asked {o report on the extension
of the Wongzan Hills line to Mullews,
whereas there were two alternative routes,
but no matter what Lhe desires of that
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board where they had no opportunity of
reportine on an extension lo  Yalgoo.
They were tied down to the country be-
tween Wongan Hills and AMullewa, and
eould unly bring in a report on a line be-
tween those two points. Then why ask
members to accept without guestion the
reporis of the board, when the board had
to act on instructions? Bearing that faet
in mind be thought that a select commit-
tee could Be just as impartial as any other
hody of men. The Qpposition had no axe
to grind; they did not possess a single
acre of land in the couniry, and, person-
ally, he was not acquainted with any selee-
tors in the district, except Mr. Moran,
who was once a member of this Chamber,
and he did not even know how the line
would affect him. His only desire was to
serve the best interests of the country,
and he would take the same action in re-
gard to the Wongan Hills line when it
came forward. The Minister, in a some-
what supercilions manner, had said that
the committee wonld comprise three Op-
position and two Ministerial members,
and had implied that the three Op-
position members would not be as fair
and impartial as any three Ministerialists.
On what had the Minister based such an
insinuation?  Whilst the Minigter pro-
fessed to have a lofty scorn for what he
deemed to be insinuations, he was not
above making insinualions himself. The
Opposition had no axe to grind in this
matter; they had no friends concerned,
and no interests, but they wanted to see
that this line served the very best coun-
try. The Ministry had power to appoint
whom they chose to a select committee;
and they had never scrupled to use
that power before, evenr when mem-
bers of the Opposition had moved
for select committees to be appointed.
When he had moved for a select
committee on sweating, the Ministry
had packed the ecommittee; and the Gov-
ernment could, if they chose, put four
Ministerial members on this committee,
and he would be prepared to leave it in
their hands. }e wanted a fair and im-
partial inquiry made and was prepared
to trust that duty to any five members of
the Assembly. The Minister had pointed
out that the future settlers must be con-
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gidered, and yet his return showed that
there were only 264,000 acres vacant,
and all that eould not be firsi-elass land,
otherwise when there had been such a
rush for land it would have been greedily
snapped up long ago. But in that tofal
of 264,000 acres there was 148,274 acres
of pastoral land, and the land available
for pastoral purposes in an agricultural
district must be of a very inferior cha-
racter.  That left only about 120,000
acres of land available for agrienltural
purposes, and that, if it had been first-
class land, would bave been snapped up
ere this. People were looking for land
all over the State and many miles away
from a railway, and if they had ignored
this land it was because of its inferior
character. He did not think that the in-
terests of the country were being best
served by this proposed extension, and
for that reason he was moving for the
reference of the Bill to a select committee.

Mr. ANGWIN (East Fremantle): In
supporting the motion, he could honestly
say that he did not know any settlers in
the district, but he was aware that there
had been a good deal of dissatisfaction
on the part of persons settled there.
That had been borne out by the Minis-
ter’s statement that a deputation had
waited on him, by a petition which had
been presented, and by the statement of
the member for the distriet, when speak-
ing on the second reading, that he trusted
that the Ministry would do justice to the
greater number, Thal statement implied
that, if the route at present laidd down
by the Governmeni were adopted, they
would not be doing justice to the greater
number of residenis in the distriet. In
supporting the motfion for a seleet com-
mittee he was not acting with the desire
of opposing the Bill. Of his own know-
ledge he did not know whethar the rail-
‘way was justified or not, but the Govern-
ment and the board had stated that a
railway to that district was justified, and
he was going to aceept their word; for
that reason he had voted for the second
reading, but he believed that it was the
-duty of every hon. member, when it was
pointed out that there was a possibility
of an injustice being done to any per-
son, even if it were only cne person, to
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see that that injustice was avoided. There-
fore, he would support the meotion, and
the Ministry eould not say that Opposi-
tion members did not intend to aet im-
partially as far as this line was concerned.
As the number of resident occupiers was
110 and the number of those who peti-
tioned against the route was 80, it showed
dissatisfaetion existed among a large ma-
jority of those resident in the distriei.
There were repeated statements that per-
sons took up land becanse of the know-
ledge presented to them that rallways
would be built within a certain distance
of their holdings, and that these promises
were nuot kept because the routes of the
railways were diverted. No doubt there
was a similar happening in this distriet;
persons took up land thinking they wounld
he at the least not more than 12 or at
the outside 15 miles from the railway, but
now they found that the railway was to
follow & different direction to that an-
ticipated; and as the Government failed
to tell us the reason for the railway not
being built to suit the larger number of
residents, it was our duty to refer the
matter to a seleet committee to ascertain
the csuse, The necessary information
could be speedily obtained and a report
brought down to Parliament within a
weels.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
J. Mitehell): To carry out the deter-
mination of the Government to open up
the whole of the South-West agricultural
land of the State it was necessary that
railways should be built not more than
30 miles apart, and the Government had
appointed an advisory board, consisting
of the best men at their disposal, namely,
Professor Lowrie, Mr. Johnston, the Sur-
veyor General, Mr. Patlerson, the manag-
aging trustee of the Agricultural Bank,
and Mr. Muir, Inspector of Engineering
Surveys, with instructions to advise the
Government in connection with any line
necessary to open up the rainfail belt of
the South-West of the State. It was
perfecily true that in the case of the line
from Wongan Hills to Mullewa the board
were informed that the Government de-
gired the land along that ronte inspected;
and that they did not inspect the land to
the eastward; but as much of that land té
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the eastward was outside the rainfall belt,
naturally, when considering the question
of building an agricultural line, it did
not come up for consideration. The ad-
visory board which was composed of men
quite capable and men who always said
what they thought, went down into the
Dumbleyung district and recommended
the line in guestion. In every case they
simply made their report, advising the
Government that the line should be con-
structed in a cerfain direction, just where
it was marked on the map and just where
the Bill provided. The settlers referred
to by the member for Mt. Magnet would,
aceording to the map, be not more than
12%% miles from the line proposed to be
built. The hon. member referred to a set-
tlement of people occupying in all 61,000
acres. It would be perfectly patent to
every member that 61,000 acres was a
fairly big strip of eountry, and when it
was remmembered that the Katanning-Nam-
pup and this "extension railways were
just 25 miles apart, it wounld be seen it
was impossible for any people to be more
than 12% miles from one of these rail-
ways, Again, as an area of GL,000 acres
wonld represent the country 10 miles each
way, it wonld be possible for people in
this area to be not more than five miles
from either of these railways running
25 miles apart, so there was no argument
put op by the member that could stand.
Certainly one could get up a petition
against any railway. If he understood
he was to be more than 10 or 12 miles
from a railway he would not mind signing
a petition to bring the line nearer him,
That wounld always happen. There must
be some people more dissatisfied than
others whenever a railway proposition
was brought forward. Though he had
visited this eouniry he did not know
enough about it to fix the route for a
ralway; bnt the advisorv board had
spent considerable time in the district and
goue info the matter thoroughly, and they
recommended the ro:te the Bill proposed
to take. There wns no reason why -we
should appoint a sel-ct committee. What
maore could be done than to have an in-
guiry by an impartial body such as was
sent down?- It might be that the Lake
Grage country when served by a railway
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would be served from Katanping, and
certainly the board would be asked to ad-
vise in that direction; but even if that
were the ease the disirict would be
brought a little nearer to Albany; Albany
would become the port of that country,
which would not otherwise be the case.
When the question eame up the hon. mem-
ber need not have fear but that justice
would be done to the magnificent area to
be opened up in the Lake Grace country.
The Government had taken an absolutely
fair course in connection with these rail-
ways. The board sere sent out with an
absolutely free hand.

Mr, Heitmann: A free hand! Do vou
always act on the reports of this board
and of your officers.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.

Mr. Heitmann : What about the officers’
report on the Avondale estate? You said
it was all good land; your officers said
there were 2,000 acres of stone.

- The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I said
nothing of the sort.

Mr. Heitmann: You said every inch of
the land could be cultivated.

‘The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I said
nothing of the sort, The hon. member
will see T deseribed the land traly. It is
very easy to make an assertion, The file
was moved for and laid on the Table and
I will produce it again if the hon. mem-
ber wants it. .

Mr. Heitmann: I was only speaking
of the free hand; that is all.

The MINISTFR FOR LANDS: The
(Government took up the fairest possible
attitnde.

Mr. Heitmann: Of course. They al-
ways do, especially on the Redistribution
of Seats Billl

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Judg-
ing from the bon. member’s standpoint.
At any rate the Government adopted
a fair course in regard to these railways
anad intended to follow up the system
adopted. They desired to take to every
settler within the South-West division
railway facilities, and until the settlers:
got facilities there would be no satisfae-
tory settlement,

Mr. Angwin: You have robbed 80 of
these setilers of a railway.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon, member did not tell us where these
settlers were to be found, whether they
were to be served by this railway or
whether they were not near to the pre-
sent terminus of the railway, as the Min-
ister for Works suggested might be the
case, However, the lines wonld be 25
miles apart, and no settler could he more
than 1214 miles from a railway.

Mr. Angwin: My information says they
are 35 miles apart.

Mr, SCADDAN (Ivanhoe): After the
somewhat severe lectnre delivered by the
Minister against hon. members who dared
to criticise the action of the Government
in connection with these railways, one
would need the hardihood of a nomad to
dare criticise their actions, but it was re-
freshing to ‘hear the Minister speaking as
he did. When the Minister was not a
member of the Government, he oeenpied
columps of the Press in taking the Gov-
ernment to task for their railway pro-
posals, saying he had personally visited
the districts and found the raillways were
not warranted; he supported the Bills in
the House, but when he went to the coun-
try afterwards he admitted he was wrong,
and said that, on further consideration, if
he were given another opportunity, be
would compel the Government to with-
draw from their position. Yet now the
Minister waxed indignant at the idea of
someone else eriticising the route of this
line. 'Was it because the Minister had
skifted from the cross benches into the
snug Treasury bench? The Minister ad-
mitted knowing nothing about the route
of this proposed railway though he had
¥isited the distriet, and that be did not
know whether the route was the proper
one or not, but yet he asked mem-
bers to accept without question the deci-
sion arrived at by an advisory board sent
out to this district by the Ministry and
reporting to the Ministry and not to
Parfiament. The wembers of the hoard
were not eonirelled by Parliament in any
way; they were civil servanis, more re-
sponsible to the Ministry, their employers,
than to Parliament. In view of the fact
that we had no less than 80 residents to
be served by this line signing a petition
against the proposed route, we should
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give some consideration to their request.
It was nv use the Minister for Works
complaining about members at different
times eriticising railway propositions and
referring to the fact that some of the
lines had been bnilt to serve a few indi-
viduals as against the mass of the com-
nmunity, The member for York wonld
remember his (Mr. Scaddan’s) severe
eriticism of the extension of the line from
Greenhills to Quairading.

Mr. Monger: Yoo will admit you were
absolutely wrong .

Mr., SCADDAN: No. One of the ob-
jeets in building that line was to serve
a cerlain gentleman on the route. Of
this he avas absolutely as certain to-day
as he was then. Was it not a fact that
the railway passed through that gentle-
man’s property, or along his fence; and
was there not a townsite on portion of his
property, and did not the member for
York the other day open a temperance
hotel in the distriet? What was stated
at the time proved correct. The Quair-
ading line was, in a large measure, to
serve a particular individual, the line was
taken in a certain direction for that pur-
pose, and his (Mr. Scaddan’s} informa-
tion in that regard was not shaken. He
knew nothing of the distriet to be served
by the railway now under eonsideration,
bt he learned for the first time to-night
that Mr. Moran, an ex-member of Parlia-
ment, was to be gerved by it. Of eourse,
this had no bearing on the question; but
there were B0 residents out of the 110
who were to be served who were dissatis-
fled with the route proposed, and that
was sufficient to support our sending the
Bill to a select committee. There wvould
be no harm in a select committee giving
consideration to the proposal. It would
not mean delay, becanse the report of
the select committee could be presented
before the session closed. The Minister
would admit there was no possibility of
commencing the construetion of the line
during the present financial year. Prob-
ably not more than the commeneament of
the survey would be done during this
financial year. There were quite a num-
ber of railway propositions on the Notice
Paper, and they would not be eommenced
until the end of the next financial -year.
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It only mattered to this extent, that we
were approaching a general election, and
the Government were endeavouring for
electioneering purposes o pass as many
railwvay Bills as possible prior to the
election. A seleet committee conld eclear
up the matter as to whether the interest
of these 80 settlers was a selfish interest,
as described by the Minister for Lands,
or whether it was not in the interests of
the district and the State that the line
should travel along the route proposed in
the Bill. In view of the statement made
by the Minister for Lands that these 80
individuals ont of 110 were only prompted
by selfish motives, the watter should be
taken into consideration by hon. members
and in justice to those 80 persons a select
committee should be appointed to elear
up what had been said.

Mr, TROY: Since reference had been
made to Mr. Morarn’s land it was well that
he shonld make himself clear. He obly
mentioned Mr. Moran’s ease because Mr,
Moran was the only person he knew in
the locality. He did not know where Mr.
Moran’s land was situated and neither
did he know how that gentleman would
be affected.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Aves .. .- .. 16
Noes .. .. .. 20
Majority against .. 4
AYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. McDowall
Mr. Bath Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Boltan Mr. Sceddan
Mr. Gill Mr. Underwood
Mr. Gourley Mr. Ware
Mr. Aeltmann Mr. A. A. Wilson
Mr. Holman Mr. Troy
Mr. Horan (Toller).
Mr. Hudson
Nong.
- Mr. Brown Mr. Male

Mr. Buteher Mr, Mitchel}
Mr. Carson Mr. Monger
Mr. Cowcher Mr. 8. F. Moore
Mr. Daglish Mr. Nanson
Mr. George Mr. Osborn
Mr. Oregory Mr. Plesse
Mr. Hardwlick Mr. F, Wilson
Mr. Harper . Mr. Gordon
Mr. Jacoby (Teller),
Mr. Layman

Question thus negatived.

" [ASSEMBLY.] -

In Commitlee, elc. _

Mr. Taylor in the Chair; the Minister
for Works in Charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1, 2-—agreed to.

Clause 3—Deviation:

Mr. 'LOGHLEN: Would the Minister
in charge of the Bill explain whether he
would take into considertaion the proposal
to deviate the line for something like five
miles 80 as to serve the seitlers to the
south-east of the proposed railway, and
who would find that if the line was con-
strocted as mapped oub that they would
be over 20 miles away? He had been as-
sured that there were 40 or 50 settlers who
would be 20 or 25 miles away.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
hon. member eould be assured that every
inquiry would be made in eonneetion with
the matter hefore the railway was con-
structed. The clanse gave certain pow-
ers to the Minister in connection with the
construction of the line and if necessary
a further report would be sought from the
advisory board.

Mr, ANGWIN : The Minister for
Works had pointed out that if necessary
on the survey being made an alteration in
the route might take plaece and he (Mr.
Angwin) interjected that there would be
only five miles to work on. Seeing that
there was a possibility of an alteration
being made he thought it advisable to in-
crease the distance over which it would
be possible to deviate. He moved an
amendment—

That in line 8 the word “five” be
struck out and “ten” inserted in lieu.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : There
would be no advantage in accepting the
amendment and the hon. member’s pur-
pose would not be achieved by adopting
it. He had already pointed out that there
was a possibility of making a deviation
up to five miles and that he thonght would
be employed. If a larzer deviation were
allowed there would not be mueh likeli-
hood of it being accepted. .

Amendment put and negatived. Clause
put and passed.

Clauses 4 to 7—agreed to,

Schedule, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and
the report adopted. :
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Read a third time and
to the Legislative Couneil.

transmitted

BILL—-QATRADING-NUNAJIN
RAILWAY,
Second Reading.

Resumed from the 5th January.

. Mr. BOLTON {North Fremantie): It
should be the duty of hon. members to
wanifest to the tuxpayers that merit has
been the right and title of settlers fo
have railways built to their backyards,
and care shounld be taken that no evidence
is given of our having gone absolutely
mnd on railway building. To-night we
have had three railway Bills carried prae-
tically through all their stages, and hon.
members have accepted as sufficient the
meagre information supplied. We now
come to a railway in reference to which
no infermation at all is supplied. Tt will
be noticed on the information slips sup-
plied to hon. members that the most im-
portant information of all, namely as te
the land under cultivation, the land
cleared, the land righarked, the additional
area to be put under cultivation next
year, etcetera, has not heen supplied; and
there will be found this very sigmifieant
remark: “The Lands Department report
that it has been impossible fo obtain this
information in the time allowed.” We
have in addition to the Bills passed to-
night other railway Bills on the Notiee
Paper which, taken in conjunction with
. those already passed, will ensure more
work than the department ean carry ont
in the next three years. As the staff is
at present it will not be possible for the
department to carry out the work within
the next three years.

‘The Premier: The hon. member is
wrong.

Mr. BOLTON: I am glad the Minister
has made that interjection, and I hope it
will be recorded. T know the staff eannot
deal with the details for the econstruction
of the railways on our Notice Paper in
less than three years’ time, and I know
Ministers have said that the utmost to be
expended on these railways this year will
be £750,000. The details for the eon-
struction of the railways on our Notiee
Paper cannot be prepared by the staff
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within three years, vet we are asked to
consider a proposal for which the Lands
Department have not had time to submil
a report, while tenders for this railway
will not be called within the next 24
months. Is it becanse railway Bills have
been passed to-night on insuofficient in-
formation that hon. members are expected
io swallow a proposal such as this, in
regard to which no information has been
given? It is going altogether too far.
In my opinion it is because a promise
was made that the railway should be ex-
tended in this direction, a promise given
after some banquet during a visit to the
distriet. Certainly I honour the Govern-
ment for carrying out their promise; buf
I do objeet to these promises being hurled
aboul, rendering it necessary for the
Government to introduce proposals this
session as promised, even though the ne.
cessary information is not available, I
ask that the Government should defer
this propesal until that information is
fortheoming. Tn the Bills passed we have
information with regard to the resident
occnpiers, the acreage under cultivation,
the extent of land aequired, and of land
ringbarked, and the additional area Lo
be put under cultivaion next year; but
on this present proposal all this informa-
tion is withheld. Moreover we are not
given the average yield of the distriet,
but are told that the crop just gathered
is estimated to be 15 bushels per aere.
1t suggests that there has heen only one
year's erop in the district, and that, in
consequence, last year’s average eannot be
quoied. What other reason ¢an there be
for this omission unless it is that previons
yields have been very small indeed? Then
again, in respect to the Bills we have dealt
with, we are supplied with information as
to the land open for selection within 15
miles of the line; buat in regard to this
proposal we do not get even that informa-
tion. Taking it altogether the informa-
tion given in respect to this proposed rail-
way, information which was only put be-
fore members to-day, is altogether insuffi-
cient and I hope in the cirewmstances the
Government will not ask the House to
adopt the proposal. If there were any
hurry for the econstruetion of the line, or
if the Government proposed to eall tenders
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forthwith for its eonsiruction, I would be
the last to prevent the Bill passing. I do
uot desire to delay the construction of the
line, but I believe the proposal is made
merely to carry out the promise of the
Government to introduee it this session.
Surely it is not a fair thing to put this
proposal before hon. members without
any information as to the resources of the
distriet. What liftle information is given
is totally insufficient. I am not desirous
of opposing the measure. If the other
proposals have been accepted by members
on meagre information 1t is only fair to
ask for at least the same information in
regard to this proposed extension, and if
that information cannot be produced then
it is but reasonable that we should ask
that the proposal be deferred. T believe
we must build railway lines for the open-
ing up of the ecountry. I have never yet
opposed the bnilding of an agrieultural
line, but 1 enter my amphatic protest
against this proposal coming before us
without any information.

Mr. MONGER (York): I would like
to call attention to the fact that the Loan
Estimates submitted to the House last
seszion included an item of £5,000 for the
survey of this particular line. Why did
not the hon. member enter his rabid pro-
test on that oceasion?

Mr. Bolton: The information was not
wanted then.

Mr. MONGER: The information is
here to-night.

Mr. Bolton: Where?

Mr. MONGER: The only omission is
that of the area ringbarked. I have in-
formation from a small section of the
cominunity whieh has heen settled out
there for the last four or five years.

Mr. O'Loghlen: What does the eonntry
yield, 15 or 50 bushels?

The Minister for Lands: It says 15 in
the raport.

Mr. Bolton: Why is it not supplied to
us?

Mr. MONGER: I have been through
the conntry to be served by this line of
railway with the largest Parliamentary
party that has ever traversed any pro-
posed railway ronte in Western Australia,
and that party came away unanimous in
the opinion that the district was more de-
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serving than most of those previously
served by agriewltural railways.

Mr, Bolton: Then don't you think this
lack of information is disgraceful?

Mr. MONGER: I would esk the hon.
member to be a gentleman for once. I
say the advisory board have gone there,
and their report has been before hon.
members not for half an hour, not even
for a day as the hon. member would have
others to understand, but for a consider-
able time; and the board have declared
that this is oune of the most important
agricultural railways yet proposed.

My, Angwin: It is reported that t{hey
did not go south of the proposed line.

Mr. MONGER: I beg to join issue with
the hon. member. They traversed, I be-
lieve, the proposed line from Brookton
to a point on the Wickepin-Merredin ex-
tension. T -would like to ask the members
for North Fremantle and East Fremantle
if they desire to oppose themselves
against the advisory board as greater ex-
perts in the construction of agricultural
railways, knowing as they do the constitu-
tion of that advisory board?

Mvr. Bolton: Now you be a gentleman.
Did T oppose the construction of the line?

ir. MONGER: If the advisory board
make a recommendation, and they have
done so m this ease, T think it only fair
and reasonable, whether one sits on this
side of the House or oo the other, that the
recommendation be deemed worthy of re-
ceiving fair and honest attemtion by mem-
bers generally. I have here from one
section of the community to be benefited
by this railway a report’ showing that this
year they had 3,500 acres under cultiva-
tion, and that in anticipation of the rail-
way they have prepared over 12,500 acres
for next season, And this is only a very
small section of that eommunity to be
benefited by the railway. With all due
respeet to the interjections that have
was asked for the construction of the line
House, I can confidently recommend this
as one of the finest agrieultural railways
that have been proposed since the incep-
tion of the system.

Mr. SCADDAN (Ivanhoe): I remem-
ber that on the occasion when anthority
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was asked for the construction of the line
from York to Quairading-—-

Mr. Monger: That was never under
oonstruction.

Mr. SCADDAN: Well, from Greenhills
to Quairading. I have such a lively re-
collection of the manner in which I was
treated by the member for York that I
am somewhat courageous in daring to
criticise this proposal. Iowever, I pro-
pose to do so, and on this occasion, as on
the last, I have been nnfortunate enough
to receive correspondence from geuntlemen
in that distriet eomplaining of the rouke
proposed to be taken. After all, this is
not from one individnal, but from a num-
ber, who have signed a petition, and who
represent holdings of approximately
86,000 acres. They draw partienlar at-
tention to the faet that the line, after
leaving Quairading, takes a north-easterly
direction, and, aceording to the plan, it
will at this most northerly point be only
about 15 miles from the goldfields rail-
way.

The Minister for Works: No, about 19
miles.

Mr. SCADDAN: 1 have measured it
according to the scale provided on the
map in this Chamber, and this line will
be not more than 15 miles from the East-
ern Goldfields railway.

The Minister for Lands:
proved the seale to be wrong.

Mr. SCADDAN: This goes to show
what relianee we can place on the map
provided by the Works Depariment for
the inforumtion of members. If the
statement of the Minister for Lands is
correct the map is not worth any con-
sideration at all. On that map the line
is only 15 miles from the goldfields rail-
way, and the point made by those who
kave written to me is that they have
settled in a certain ares between the dis-
triet which will be served by this line and
the district which will be served by the
Wickepin-Merredin line, and they will be
outside the 15 mile radius which they be-
lieve to be the policy of the Government.
There is a space left between the district
which will be served by the Wickepia-
Merredin railway and that which will be
served by the line under discussion, and

Youn have
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these people, being in that space, are cer-
tainly not receiving proper consideration,
I would like to kmow from the Minister
for Works what has prompted the de-
partment in turning the line in the diree-
tion as proposed, and leaving this area
withont any ecommumieation, or at any
rate more Lhan 13 miles from a railway.
I would like to point out to the member
for York that T am not opposing this line
any more than I opposed the Greenhills-
Quairading line, buf I eertainly do think
it is dne to those settlers in that partien-
lar portion of the district that they should
be served by this railway rather than that
it should be taken mnorth to within 15
miles of the Eastern Goldfields line. I
would like the Minister for Works to
measure the distance by the scale on the
map in this Chamber.

The Minister for Works: I have not
got a seale with me.

Mr. SCADDAN: But the seale is on
the map, and 1 repeat that I measured the
distance in the presence of the Mimister
for Lands, and there is not more than 15
miles between the goldfields railway and
this line at its most northerly point.

The Minister for Lands: The scale is
wrong.

Mr. SCADDAN : It may be wrong, but
if it is wrong what sort of information
are we receiving when we are expected to
pass Bills for the construction of these
railways? This means that the people
already served within 15 miles of the ex-
isting vailway will have this other line
passing their doors, whilst others who
have written to me and protested against
taking this line in a northerly direction,
will not be served at all. There must be
some reason for that enrve being made in
the line. Is it because there are engineer-
ing difficulties which will prevent that line
being taken more directly eastward?

The Minister for Mines: Their own
sketch plan shows about 18 miles.

Mr. SCADDAN: Well, that just shows
how unreliable is tlie information we are
given. [ want the people in the country
to understand that we are called upon
to pass .these measures without being
given the opportunity of visiting the
country, and we are supplied with a state-
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ment that the distance beiween the East-
ern line and this one will be 19 miles, and
are supplied with maps which show that
the two lines will be within 15 miles of
each other at one point.

The Minisler for Works: You do not
expect the Minister to prepare the maps,
do you?

Mr. SCADDAN: No, but T expect the
Minister to see that eorreet information is
given.

The Minister for Works: Well, T say
that the distance is 19 miles.

Mr. SCADDAN: Well, is the map in-
correct ?

The Minister for Lands:
wrong.

The Minister for Works: I will let the
hon. wember know to-morrow.

Mr. SCADDAN : Will the Minister
agree not to pass the second reading until
that information has been suplied defi-
nitely and correetly?

The Minister for Works: 1 will make
a definite statement that the approximate
distanee between these two lines ab the
nearest point is 19 miles,

Mr, SCADDAN: I am prepared to ac-
cept that statement, althongh the gentle-
men who have written to me complaining
about the curve being made in that line
will cerlainly contend that the two lines
will be closer than 19 miles.

The Minister for Works: I saw some
of them in my office the other day, and
they accepted my statement then.

Mr. SCADDAN: 1 aceept the assor-
ance now, and probably the time will
come when I will be able to prove or
disprove it.

The Minister for Works: You will
never disprove it.

Mr. SCADDAXN: There is this about
it, either the Minister is making an in-
correct staternent or the information sup-
plied to members to enable them to record
their votes on this question is absolutely
incorrect, and somebody is responsible for
it.

The Minister for Works: I admit that
the map and the seale are not quite troe.

Mr. SCADDAN: It only shows the re-
liance we ecan place on the information
supplied. Tt is possible the information
supplied in the returns is just about as

The scale is
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eorrect as the map. Without attempit-
ing to disparage the quality of our land,
I may point out that it is a remarkable
thing that there has never been a Bill
presented for the construction of an agni-
cnltural railway but the average yield
for the whole distriet is set down as not
less than 13 bushels, and they have even
gone 80 far as to have ihe average yield
of a distriet at 16 and 18 bushels, yet the
average for the whole State 13 some-
thing like 11 bushels: but when we get
from the Statistieal Department the
actual figures of the yields of the various
distriets they do not compare with the re-
turns supplied to hon. members who are
asked to pass Bills, Hon., members might
have the correet information supplied
when asked to pass measures of this kind.
Qutside the question of the line beinyg
bronght so near to the Bastern Goldfields
Railway, I would like to ask the Minister
for Works why that particular curve is
made in it and why it is taken so far
north. As I said previously, it will bring
some of those already served, even if the
statement made by the BMinister is correct,
within four miles of the line, while others,
acording to the plan, will be left out and
not even served by the extension of the
Wickepin line to Merredin. In the eir-
cumstances, what can have prompted the
Works Department in making that cnrve
in the northerly direction as shown on the
map? It is due to the Minister to explain
this, and it is essential that those settlers
who are complaining abont not being
served by this railway should have the in-
formation, should understand clearly and
definitely what has compelled the Govem-
ment to take that northerly eurve, These
are all genuine settlers who have written
to me, and each of them has signed his
name. They number, I believe, ahout 25,
holding a total area of about 35,000 acres.
They are nmot being served by this par-
ticular line, not because they could not
be served if the line was taken in a more
easterly direetion, but because the line
has been taken in o curve to the north, I
have heard all sorts of rumours about
curves in agrieultural railways. The
member for York knows why I made
similar eomplaints in Tegard to lbe
Greenhills-Qnairading line.
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Mr. Monger: I give an absolutely em-
phatic denial to that.

Mr, SCADDAN: I suppose I must ac-
cept the emphatic denial given by the
member for York, but it does not satisfy
me by any means. If there are no engi-
nering diffieulties there can be no other
reason assigned for this eurve to the north
except Lo serve a few settlers as against
others who have not been served at all.
I hope the Minister will give eonsidera-
tion to the desirability of taking this line
in a more easterly direction to serve those
settlers to the south who will not be served
by the route shown on the plan.

Mr. HARPER (Beverley): I desire to
point out that the Minister for Works re-
ceived a deputation the other day intro-
duced by myself from FEast and South
Caroling people, and he gave the assur-
ance that the member for Ivanhoe is now
asking Yor; that umless there are some
particular engineering diffienlties in con-
nection with this line of railway, it will
go straight from Quairading to Nunajin.
So the matter the hon. member has been
discussing for some time has already been
practically decided npon.

Mr. Angwin: We have not heard the
Minister say that.

Mr. HARPER: No; but it is so. I in-
troduced the deputation and that was the
reply the Minister made. I am speaking of
people in my electorate, that is, the people
of South and EBast Caroling, the people
the menrber for Ivanhoe is now ehampion-
ing. But their wants have already been
attended to; we got a favourable reply
from the Minister for Works that, as far
as he could possibly judge, and as far as
his knowledge went, provided there were
no epgineering difficulties in eonnection
with it, he would consider the matter fav-
ourably. I want just to make this clear,
that the matter has already been attended
to, and we think, as far as I can judge,
the line will go pretty nearly straight to
the locality mentioned. I hope it will
It is only fair to those who are to the
south of the line. A 25-mile distance be-
tween lines is a very reasonable distance
and should be adhered to as strictly as
possible, not for this line only but for
other lines. A radius of 1214 miles is not
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all that is desired, but it appears to me
as much as we can expect in the resent
state of affairs in Western Australia,
Anyone within a 1214 mile radius will not
be very badly served. I am glad to have
the opportunity of knowing that the Min-
ister has been favourably impressed with
the deputation he received the other day,
and I am glad indeed the member for
Ivanhoe is advoeating the same ecause.

Mr. ANGWIN (East Fremantle): For
the information of the member for York
I may say he jumped at a conclusion
rather too soon. I know this is a district
in which, of late, a large number of new
settlers have taken up their residence, and
this is one of the railways I intend to sup-
port; in fact, more so than I would any
other railway brought forward by the
Government at the present time. At the
same time, it is alse a railway where the
route aid down has not given satisfaction
to the largest number of the vesidents of
the distriet. I admit that all of us who
want a railway would like to have it
just to sumit ourselves. I was pleased
te hear the remarks of the member for
Beverley, but I would be betier pleased to
hear them eoming from the Minister him-
self. We do not want on some future
occasion, when we are bringing it forward
that the Minister has not kept his promise,
that he should turn round and say, “I did
not make the promise; it was made by
the member for Beverley.” We want it
from the Minister that he will run this
line forther south to suit those im the
southern portion of the distriet. I believe
the great diffienlty some of those residents
have is owing to a sandplain between their
holdings and the railway, in consequence
of whieh they have to take a roundabount
way of conveying their produce from the
land to the railway to send it to market,-
entpiling a greater length of mileage than
the actual route from their holdings.'
There is no justification whatever, so far
as I can gather, for putting this railway
with a humpback, as shown on the plan,”
in & northerly direction. It is true there
are one or two large estates there. It
has- been said that because these persons”
hive been there a little longer than tle
new settlers they should get more -eon-’
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sideralion, but when we realise the Min-
ister’s statement that this line is only 19
miles from the Eastern Goldfields railway,
the hringing of this raillway in a straigat
Line from Quairading will not inconveni-
ence any person between it and the Bast-
ern Railway, becanse it will only meau a
difference of a few miles, five or six at
the outside. I hope that the Minister will
bear out the remarks made by the mem-
ber for Beverley, that it is his intention
to eonstract this railway along a straight
line from the present junection eastward.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (in
reply): I went into this matter with
some settlers from Caroling and East
Caroling last weck and I then told
them, as the member for Beverley has
stated, that I would endeavour to have
the line deviated a little further south
than is shown on the plan, provided, of
course. there were no engineering diffi-
culties, and no other cbjections of &
strong nature to teking that course.
I recognised that the distance of 18 miles
only from the Great Eastern railway
was too slight in my opinion, and that
" it required a strong justification to carry
the line far enough north to bring it
within that distance of the eastern
line.

Mr. Scaddan: You go up north and
come back again ?

The MINISTER FOR WORES: I
propose, presuming the engineering cir-
cumstances will allow me, to have that
curve straightened out. I can assure
hon. members that that met the wishes
of those representatives of the district
who waited upon me and T think it meets
with the desire of hon. members who
have spoken to-night. The reason that
actuated the advisory board in con-
necting that particular route was in
order, not that they might serve any
big areas, but that they might touch
certain new settlements, and fairly
thick settlements, such as Jennaberrin,
and Quallyinn. The route, therefore,
runs right into these two settlements.
Whether it was necessary to do that
is & matter, that cennot be dis-
cussed now. As I have stated, the
matter will be subject to further in-
quiries and an effort will be made to

[ASSEMBLY.]

take that course which is the most
advantageous to the bulk of the settlers
in that locslity. With regard to the
amount of information supplied, T desire
to point out sll that is really vital for
the discussion of this Bill has been
submitted to the House. What has
been omitted and what I have frankly
told the House has been omitted is the
amount of land under cultivation this
year, the land cleared, and the land
ringbarked, and the additional areas to
be put under cultivation next year.

Mr. O'Loghlen : Have you last year's
yield ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS : Fif-
teen bushels. All this information which
has not been given, while it might be
interesting to the House to have it,
is not vital to the consideration of the
measure. What the House wants to
know is what the possibilities of the
distriet are. As I pointed out on the
second reading of some of these Bills,
we have to rely, not upon what has been
done up to the time the railway is
provided, but what will be done as a
consequence of providing the railway.
With regard to that, the particulars
given here are sufficiently complete and
ag full es it would be possible to make
them. I am pleased to find that there
has heen only a slight criticism of the
measure, and that the second reading
has been so well received. .

Mr. Scaddan: How long will it take
you to construct all these railways after
you make a start ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
will tell the hon. member to-morrow.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commillee, elc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment,
and the report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted
to the Legislative Couneil,

House adjourned at 11 p.m.




